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GREENHOUSES AND CONSERVATORIES 


Since 1952 we have been carefully replicating the rigorous attention to detail which is the hallmark of our 


Victorian heritage. Testament to this are our solid doors, which close with a reassuring ‘clunk’; the way our 
ornate spandrels, vent handles and benching are solidly, yet beautifully built to last a lifetime. 
Indeed, our aluminium greenhouses are frequently mistaken for timber. 


Before you decide, get up close and see for yourself. 


www.alitex.co.uk 01730 826900 


CLARIE TAKACS 


editors: letter 


What it is that makes growing things so captivating 
is something I’ve been trying to pin down ever 
since I planted my first garden. It’s a nebulous 
question and one I put to Allan Jenkins, best 
known as the editor of Observer Food Monthly 

but also a sower and grower at Plot 29, a north 
London allotment. Allan describes a packet 

of seed as ‘a pact with the future’ and an intuitive 
approach backed by experience. He speaks of being 


rooted in past and future, and working with rather than against the land. 


‘Sometimes I just pop by the plot to say hello, or goodbye if I am going away. 

When garden designer Dan Pearson spoke to Sissinghurst’s head 
gardener Troy Scott Smith about his latest project, there was talk of Dan’s 
personal history in the work he is creating at Lowther Castle, Cumbria. ‘I 
drew upon all of my experiences, the plants I tended as a student at Royal 
Botanic Garden, Edinburgh to Ninfa in Italy to Hokkaido in Japan. There is 
always something to discover in Dan’s plant combinations, and he describes 
exploring new possibilities as well as building in risk. 

Arvensis Perennials nursery in Wiltshire is swiftly establishing itself 
as at the forefront of perennial plant selection. Owners Gussy and Robert 
Macdougall share their recommendations for 25 of the latest must-grow 
perennials on page 80. Plants, people, plans. 

I hope you enjoy the issue, 


Lu i 


LUCY BELLAMY, EDITOR 


Save money when you subscribe to 
the digital edition — see page 24 


FERGUS GARRETT CAROL KLEIN DANIEL J HINKLEY 
Plantsman and head Plantswoman and American plantsman, 
gardener at Great planthunter, horticultural 
Dixter in East Sussex. ; writer and lecturer. 


» Designer Dan Pearson’siatest project is a richly weven 
tapestry of plants at Lowthe' 


rGastle,page 26. 
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Star performer Cleome hassleriana ‘Violet Queen’ adds 
vibrant colour to. a New York garden, page 42. 
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ALYS FOWLER 
Kew-trained gardener, 
author and television 
presenter. 


DAN PEARSON 
Garden designer, 
plantsman and 
columnist. 
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Trade secrets A garden is only 
ever as good as its plants. Four 
renowned garden designers 
choose their favourite suppliers 
In the shadow of greatness 
Designer Dan Pearson is slowly 
bringing the 17th-century 
garden at Lowther Castle in 
Cumbria back to life with new 
planting and a 20-year plan 

On the pots Birds and wildlife 
were the inspiration for 
gardener Arthur Parkinson 
when he set about transforming 
an unloved patch in the grounds 
of the Emma Bridgewater 
factory in Stoke-on-Trent into a 
colourful cutting garden 

Points of colour A richly 
planted garden in New 

York's Catskill Mountains, 
where detail is gradually 
coming into its own 
Constructed nature Dutch 
artist Anne ten Donkelaar’s 
interest in the natural 

world is evident in her 

intricate and dynamic 
dried-flower constructions 
Clematis montana The National 
Collection of this vigorous 
species reveals new, more 
compact plants ideal for large 
pots and smaller gardens 

The Growing is the thing 
Observer Food Monthly editor 
Allan Jenkins contemplates the 
joy of growing for growing's sake 
Rare beauty The art of plant 
hunting lives on, with Sue 

and Bleddyn Wynn-Jones 
trialling new and unusual 

finds at their exotic Craig 

Farm nursery in north Wales 
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Voyage of discovery In 

an exquisite celebration of 
artistry and adventure a new 
book Joseph Banks' Florilegium 
marks 250 years since Cook’s 
first round-the-world expedition 
Plectranthus Undemanding but 
underestimated: John Hoyland 
rediscovers an adaptable plant 
that can be dramatic, charming 
and practical in equal measure 
At the leading edge At Arvensis 
Perennials near Bradford on 
Avon, growers Gussy and 
Robert Macdougall are 

making a name for themselves 
selecting the latest plants 

Know your trees Larch, spruce 
or Douglas fir? Read the 
second of our four-part tree 
identification series and 
discover the signs that are key 
to recognising conifers 
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Editor’s letter 

Contributors 

Get kitted out for propagation 
Subscription offer Save money 
when you subscribe to the 
digital edition of Gardens 
Illustrated 

Books Our round-up of the best 
books of 2017, plus the chance to 
win all 14 in our competition 
Crossword Our Plant Special 
bumper puzzle, plus how to 

buy back issues 

Next issue What's coming 

up in January 

Double vision Frank Ronan’s 
imagination runs wild at the 
thought of planting an avenue 
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Subscribe 
e~ save 


take out a digital 
subscription to 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
see page 24 


Photograph by 
Claire Takacs 


EVENTS AND 
OFFERS 


* Join us on a tour of the 
finest lakeside gardens 
around Lakes Como 

and Maggiore, plus visit 
the Orticolario garden 

show — page 8 

« Enjoy a sneak peek of the 
plants destined for some of 
Chelsea's top show 
gardens, with a private tour 
of growers Hortus Loci — 


S page 11 
= * Win all 14 of the 
*s best gardening books 
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of 2017‘ - page 101 
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+Competition open to UK 
residents only. 


DEVELOP A 
PASSION FOR 


Through practica! workshops, inspirational lectures 

and visits the Planting Design Diploma explores 
contemporary and traditional techniques to support and 
develop your planting design skills. This is a unique course 
not found anywhere else in Europe, delivered over 30 
days from January to June from our home in the Royal 
Botanic Gardens at Kew. 


The course is led by Andrew Fisher Tomlin, designer 

and Chartered Horticulturist, and we are fortunate 

to have some incredible specialist lecturers including 
Rosy Hardy, Neil Lucas of Knoll Gardens, Tony Kirkham 
from the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew and Nige! Dunnett 
from the University of Sheffield. Designer tutors include 
James Basson, Jo Thompson, Pau! Hervey-Brookes, 
Ann-Marie Powell, Carolyn Willitts and Amanda Patton. 


" LONDON CONTACT US 
, +44 (0)1483 762955 
as _ GARDEN info@lcgd.org.uk 


——] . 4 DESIGN legd.org.uk 


CHARLOTTE HARRIS 


Charlotte is a garden and landscape 

designer who won Gold for her first 
~__-RHS Chelsea Show garden this 

year. She now runs a collaborative 


practice with Hugo Bugg from 
| studios in Exeter and London. 


This issue she is one of four top 
“Beautiful gardens are the sum of many parts, not least their plants. 
All these nurseries we use for advice, inspiration, quality and choice.” 


designers who are recommending 


CHRISTA HOLKA 


their favourite nurseries on page 17. 


ALLAN JENKINS 


Allan is editor of Observer Food 
Monthly. Previously on The 
Independent, he once lived in an 
experimental eco-community on 
Anglesey, growing organic food on 
the edge of the Irish sea. His book 
Plot 29 was longlisted for the Baillie 
Gifford Prize. On page 60 he shares 
© his thoughts on nature and nurture. 


|OUR 


JOLIN JOHN SEYM 


“| found peace among peas, solace in sorrel, a home in 
homegrown. It is a feeling |am growing, not food.” 


TROY SCOTT SMITH 


Sissinghurst’s head gardener 
Troy comes from a family of 
naturalists who have inspired 
his love for the natural world. 

A former garden designer, he 
has worked at some of the 
nation’s best-loved gardens and 
on page 26 visits Dan Pearson's 
new gardens at Lowther Castle. 


RACHEL WARNE 


“Dan Pearson's sensitivity to spirit of place and his highly 
observed planting combinations are clearly evident here.” 


BENNET SMITH 


Bennet is a garden photographer, 
plantsman and library manager at 
Marianne Majerus Garden Images. 
He enjoys seeking out stimulating 
gardens and encouraging others to 
experiment with unfamiliar 
species. On page 62, he travels to 
Wales to explore the rich diversity 
of unusual plants at Crag Farm. 


“Photographing the extraordinary collections at Crag — an 
important source of exciting plants — was a pure joy and privilege.” 
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PLANT NOW READY FOR A 
COLOURFUL SUMMER! 


100’s Of Varieties Available 
— ay ; LA « 


01279 792869 


contact@plantsgaloreonline.co.uk 
www. plantagaloreonline.co.uk 
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Sarcococca 
Viburnum 
Mahonia 


Daphne 


| Skimmia 


Garrya 
Evonymus 
llex aquifolium 
Camellia 


Acacia 


reader holiday 


Villadel Balbianello. 


Isola Bella. 


Villa Carlotta. 


1-5 October 2018 


Gardens of the 
Italian Lakes 


Travel by boat to visit some of the finest lakeside gardens of 
Lakes Como and Maggiore, plus visit the Orticolario garden 
show in the company of designer Annie Guilfoyle 


TOUR LEADER 

Annie Guilfoyle is an 
award-winning designer 
and lover of all things Italian. 
She combines a successful 
garden design consultancy 
with lecturing, writing and 
judging internationally. 


ur journey to the Italian Lakes 
will take us to some of the finest 
lakeside and island gardens 
of this uniquely beautiful region. We 
will travel mostly by boat, discovering 
landscapes of quiet enchantment and 
sublime grandeur. While our days will 
be infused with exquisite light, by night 
we will revel in the fin de siécle atmosphere 
of our lakeside hotels. The warm, humid 
microclimate results in exceptional 


8 


growing conditions, with much to enthuse 
the plantsman. Combining great botanical 
interest with the fascinating history of 

the gardens origins, our tour will move 
from the Renaissance to the 20th century 
through compelling and often neglected 
chapters of Italian garden history with 
visits including the baroque splendours 

of Isola Bella and Villa del Balbianello 
perched atop a small wooded peninsula. 
The tour culminates at Orticolario, an 
unusual, small garden festival near 

Como. We will stay at two lovely lakeside 
hotels offering a perfect combination of 
elegance, tradition and charm: Hotel 

Villa Flori overlooking Lake Como, 

and the Grand Hotel Des Iles Borromees 
on the shores of Lake Maggiore. 


BOOKING DETAILS 


The price per person, based 

on two people sharing is £2,999 
(a single supplement of £400 is 
levied by the hotels). 


The price includes: two nights dinner, 
bed and breakfast at Grand Hotel Des 
Illes Borromees on the shores of Lake 
Maggiore and two nights dinner, bed 
and breakfast at Hotel Villa Flori 
overlooking Lake Como; four 
delicious evening meals with wines 
at the hotels; plus two lunches and 
return flights from London to Milan. 
The price does not include extras at 
either hotel, or travel insurance. 


For more information or to book 
please contact: 

Boxwood Tours, Quality Garden 
Holidays, Rhiw, Llanbedr, Gwynedd 
LL45 2NT, UK. 

Telephone +44 (0)1341 241717 
Email mail@boxwoodtours.co.uk 
Website boxwoodtours.co.uk 


This tour has been arranged exclusively for 
readers of Gardens Illustrated by Boxwood 
Tours, Quality Garden Holidays, a specialist 
garden tour company set up in 1990 by 
Sue and Brian Macdonald, Kew-trained, 
professional gardeners. 


WIRE.DOG, ROBERTO SONCIN GEROMETTA, PETER BARRITT PHOTO / ALLALAMY 


To request a brochure please go to www.gartenart.co.uk 


“The water is amazing, it’s like 
swimming in silk. We had a couple 
of dragonflies buzzing past us... you 
definitely feel you’re one with nature. 


There were lots of things we wanted 
to do to the house but this was the 
one thing that we felt everybody 
benefited from. Having the pond has 
made a big difference to the way we 
use the garden. We all love it.” 


Nigel & Mandy Keene Basingstoke 


or call 020 7183 3333. 


Gartenart Swimming Ponds 
Unit 105 Screenworks, 

22 Highbury Grove, 
london N5 2EF 
20171833000 


www.gartenart.co.uk 
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Add that wow factor to any room with statement shutters. At Hillarys you'll find 
the latest blinds, curtains and shutters measured and professionally fitted all 


as part of our dedicated in-home service. HH | as ARYS 


Visit hillarys.co.uk or call 0800 587 6480 to book a free in-home appointment. You'l! love what we do 


SPONSORED BY THE DAVID BROWNLOW CHARITABLE FOUNDATION; LYNN KEDDIE 


ANDREA JONES / GAP PHOTOS , DESIGNED BY MATT KEIGHTLEY — 


eft, Matt Keightley* 5 aware 
winning 2014RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show garden. 
Right Hortus Loci’s 
ChelSe€a stock beds. 
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PLANT PREVIEW :- 


Join us for a behind-the-scenes preview of the plants destined for 
Chelsea's top show gardens, with a private tour of growers Hortus Loci 
and a talk from award-winning designer Matt Keightley 


THE SPEAKERS 


Matt Keightley 

is an award-winning 
garden designer whose 
Chelsea show gardens 
have twice won the 
coveted BBC/RHS 
People’s Choice Award 
in 2014 and 2015. 
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Mark Straver 

comes from along line 
of nurserymen. He set 
up Hortus Lociin 2011 
and is known for his 
expertise in sourcing a 
wide range of plants 
from around the world. 


Michael Buck 

is responsible for 
co-ordinating the 
growing of all the plants 
onthe nursery site and 
for selecting plants 
destined for Chelsea 
show gardens. 


The RHS Chelsea Flower Show showcases not just the best garden designs and designers but 


also the best plants, and nursery Hortus Loci is a key grower for the show gardens — the details 

of which are usually kept top secret until the event. Working in close partnership with designers, 
the growing and sourcing of plants begins as much as a year before the show, reaching a frenzy of 
logistics once the garden builds begin in early May. Our Reader Day will give you a behind-the- 
scenes preview of the plants being grown for RHS Chelsea Flower Show 2018, just before they 
head off for Chelsea. You'll get a sneak peek at what’s likely to be this year’s must-have plant, as 
well as an insight into the planning and growing process. Nurserymen Mark Straver and Michael 
Buck will talk about how they grow the plants needed, and two-time Chelsea award winner 

Matt Keightley will talk about the process involved in selecting plants for a show garden. 


EVENT DETAILS 

Date Friday 20 April 2018 
Venue The Plant Centre, 
Hortus Loci, Hound Green, 
Hook, Hampshire RG27 8LQ. 


PROGRAMME 

10am Arrival, coffee and cakes. 
10.30am Guided tour of the 
Chelsea plants and the nursery 
with accompanying talk. 

12 noon Lunch provided by 


on-site Hobo.co artisan café 
and kitchen. 

1.30pm Talk by Matt Keightley 
on show garden planting. 

For the rest of the afternoon 
you are free to wander round 
the nursery, buy plants with 
your special Reader Day 20% 


discount and enjoy a cup of tea. 


TICKETS 
Tickets cost £85 per person, 


TO BOOK 
Online gardensillustrated.com/events or call UK 0871 230 7156+ 


+Calls to this number from a BT landline will cost 13p per minute plus network extras. Calls from mobiles and other providers may vary. Overseas readers should call +44 115 896 0368. 


including lunch and refreshments 
and a 20% discount off plant 
purchases on the day. You can 
also sign up on the day for a loyalty 
card entitling you to a 10% discount 
whenever you make a purchase at 
The Plant Centre Hortus Loci. 
Tickets and directions 

will be sent out prior to the event. 
Booking essential. Please advise 
us if you have any dietary or 
accessibility requirements. 


Gardens Illustrated reserves the right to change any element of any event due to circumstances beyond its reasonable control. 


ll 


British . | WI N Your share OF 
BY /z Association £1,000 


of Landscape 
BALI ndustries in Amazon vouchers when you make an 


enquiry with BALI or one of our members. 


Our members desig buile 
maintain gardens around 
transforming the landscap 


creating exciting new spaces. 


Look for the BALI Registered logo, a symbol of excellence and 
quality, promoting the nation's leading landscape professionals. 


WV Relax, knowing you're procuring the best service and products 
BB ALI available anywhere in the UK. 


REGISTERED 


Call our friendly team today 
on: 0800 030 9660 
or visit: findabalimember.co.uk 


dig in shopping 


for potting and propagation 
Blackboard Garden Labels, COMPILED BY ALYS HURN 
£5.50 (pack of 10, including 


marker pen), 01993 823117, 
henandhammock.co.uk 


De Wit Small Propagating Tools, 
£59.99, crocus.co.uk 


Spira Mini Greenhouse, 
Eco Potmaker, £299, 0345 605 2505, 


worm.co.uk 
Niwaki Secateurs, from £69, 


Sophie Conran 
Compost Scoop, 
£19.95, 
0345 605 2505, 
worm.co.uk 
01747 445059, niwaki.com 
Traditional Leather 
Terracotta Grow Pots and Tray, Bucket Bag, £107, 
£14.99, 01344 578111, crocus.co.uk 020 8940 5230, 
petershamnurseries.com 
' 
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£12.99 (makes 3 sizes), 0114 233 
8262, burgonandball.com 


Spira Potting Table, 
£995, 0345 605 2505, 
worm.co.uk 


Blundstone 
Chelsea Boots, 
£150, 0333 400 5200, 
toa.st 


Turn the page for more products 
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dig in shopping 


Yew Dibblet, £8, 


01993 823117, Tina 605 Grafting Knife, 
henandhammock.co.uk £89.99, 01797 254047, 
greatdixter.co.uk 

| 


Larch Wood Cold Frame, 
£419, 0800 096 0938, 
manufactum.co.uk 


Vermiculite, £6.95 for 10 litres, 
0333 400 1500, 
harrodhorticultural.com 


Stanley Pocket Flask, Small Scissors, 
£24, 020 7729 6253, £5, 01484 680073, 
labourandwait.co.uk plainuseful.com 


Professional Seed 
and Cutting Tray, 
£6.99, 01344 578111, 
crocus.co.uk 


Scandinavian Handwarmers, 
in burgundy and teal, £35, 
01531 632083, tinsmiths.co.uk 


Long-handled Stainless 
Steel Digging Fork and 
Treaded Digging Spade, 
£42 each, 01279 401570, 
pedigreegarden.co.uk 


| Organic Calendula Soap, 
£8, 01424 814968, thefuturekept.com 


\ * SavON §& 
STORIES & 


ORCANIC = 


Norfolk Work Jacket, 
in navy and tan, £110, 01328 820699, 
carriercompany.co.uk 
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1 November 2017 - 
31 January 2018 


Friends of Kew go free 


© Kew Gardens 
= Kew Bridge 


Image © RBG Kew / Jeff Eden 
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Charlotte Harris 
Charlotte is an award- 
winning garden and 
landscape designer. 
She joined forces with 
fellow designer Hugo 
Bugg in 2017 to form 
a landscape design 
practice with studios 
in Exeter and London. 


Knoll Gardens. 


favourite nurseries 


TRADE SECRETS 


Four top garden designers reveal their six 
best-loved nurseries, from tree growers extraordinaire to suppliers 
of bulbs, perennials, shade-loving and aquatic plants 


1 Special Plants 

Derry Watkins’ treasure trove of 

a nursery is located in a beautiful 
valley outside Bath. It is packed 
with eclectic, unusual and — as the 
name suggests — special plants from 
all over the world, both hardy and 
tender, for outside and in. There’s 
always something new to discover. 
Seeds can be ordered online and 
plants are available to buy from 
the nursery (open daily March 

to October). Derry is also an 
inspiring plantswoman and 
speaker, and runs many courses. 
Greenways Lane, Cold Ashton, 
Chippenham, Wiltshire SN14 8LA. 
T 01225 891686. 

W specialplants.net 


2 Phoenix Perennial Plants 
Marina Christopher’s knowledge 
of interesting and unusual 
perennials is encyclopaedic. She 
grew many plants from seed for 
Hugo Bugg’s Royal Bank of 
Canada garden at the 2016 
Chelsea Flower Show. Most were 
natives to the Levant area not 
previously seen at Chelsea. 

If it’s hard to get to the nursery, 
seek Marina out at plant fairs. 
By appointment only. 

Paice Lane, Medstead, Alton 
Hampshire GU34 5PR. 

T 01420 560695. 


Woottens of Wenhaston: 


3 Knoll Gardens 

Neil Lucas’s ornamental gardens 

at Knoll in Dorset are worth a visit 
in their own right; they are both 
beautiful and practical, and I always 
leave full of ideas. The nursery’s 
online ordering is easy for both 
grasses and perennials, but 'd 
recommend a visit to the plant 
centre, which is full of gems. I recall 
a terrific display of grasses at their 
structural best on one trip in 
autumn. Neil also runs an extensive 
programme of talks and workshops. 
Stapehill Rd, Hampreston, 
Wimborne, Dorset BH21 7ND. 

T 01202 873931. 

W knollgardens.co.uk 


4 Beeches Nursery 

It was at Beeches in Essex that 

I tracked down the elusive 
Comptonia peregrina, which I used 
for the Royal Bank of Canada 
garden at Chelsea in 2017. I had 
been aware of the nursery’s 
reputation but hadn’t visited 
before, and the discovery of the 
sweet fern gave the perfect excuse. 
The nursery, which is peat-free, is 
beautifully arranged, with unusual 
plants around every corner. 

Crown Hill, Ashdon, Saffron 
Walden, Essex CB10 2HB. 

T 01799 584362. 

W beechesnursery.co.uk 


5 Woottens of Wenhaston 
This nursery in East Anglia 
specialises in herbaceous hardy 
perennials, including bearded 
irises (a breathtaking sight in early 
June), pelargoniums, hardy 
geraniums, auriculas and 
Hemerocallis. It is only open on 
the first weekend of the month 
from March to November but 

has an excellent mail order service. 
The plants are high quality and 
the information sheets are superb. 
The lris Field, Hall Road, 
Halesworth, Suffolk IP19 9HF. 

T 01502 478258. 

W woottensplants.com 


6 Glendoick Garden Centre 
This Scottish nursery is a third- 
generation family business that 
grows and supplies rhododendron 
and azalea species and hybrids 

as well as other woodland and 
acid-loving plants. Owner Ken 
Cox is the author of a number 

of books on rhododendrons, 

and on gardening and gardens 

in Scotland. Plants are available 
direct from the nursery or by mail 
order, and the website is full of 
helpful information and advice. 
Glendoick, Glencarse, 

Perthshire PH2 7NS. 

T 01738 860265. 

W glendoick.com 
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Glendoick Garden Centre. * 


17 


bri 


” ~ ~ B 
oe ~~ 
eS 
een Mai age a Sata 


holidays 


Gardens & Villas of Sicily 


Dine al fresco in private gardens, step 
into volcanic craters, wander exquisite 
villas and surround yourself with 
medieval ruins as we discover Sicilian 
secrets and explore this Mediterranean 
gem coast to coast. Key visits include 
Villa Trinita, Casa Cuseni, San Giuliano, 
Mount Etna, Gli AROMI and Palermo 
Botanical Gardens, but that’s not all... 
Enjoy guided tours of Sicily’s most 
prominent towns, including fascinating 
and historically significant Palermo. 


Departures: 20 March, 2018 
8 days from £1,895 
Single room supp. 4175 


Brightwater Holidays 


Including Culture, Archaeology 


and Scenic Scottish Holidays 


Email: info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com 
Brightwater Holidays Ltd, Eden Park House, Cupar, Fife KY15 4HS 
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rightwaterir 


Villas & Gardens of the Italian Lakes 


By road, lake and land, discover the 
beauty of the Italian Lakes. With 4* 
accommodation and exclusive entry 

to luxurious villas, islands and private 
gardens, youre set to feel like a VIP on 
this Italian job. Highlights include a visit 
to Villa del Balbianello the stunning 
estate that features in Casino Royal and 
a magical outing to Isola Bella where 
we witness an island transformed from a 
simple fishing village into the home of a 
new Hanging Gardens of Babylon. 


Departures: 18 Apr, 2 May, 20 Jun 
& 26 Sept, 2018 | 8 days from £1,995 
Single room supp. £390 


Rome, Ninfa & Castel Gandolfo 


Explore stunning floral displays that 
spill over idyllic villages and discover 
Italy’s Renaissance triumphs, embodied 
in stunning 16th-century villas with 
their perfectly geometric gardens. In 
addition, we extend a rare invitation to 
visit the papal gardens at The Holy See’s 
traditional residence at Castel Gandolfo 
and the ancient gardens of Ninfa - which 
will be exclusively opened by a special 
arrangement. With 4* accommodation as 
standard, this trip is simply unmissable. 


Departures: 8 May, 5 June & 
4 Sept, 2018 | 4 days from £1,395 
Single room supp. £225 


For 25 years, Brightwater Holidays has provided garden and special 


interest tours to individuals, private clubs, and societies all over the 


country. We visit famous places and private spaces across the globe, from 
the cottage gardens of the Cotswolds to the temple gardens of Japan, all 
in the company of expert guides and like-minded friends. Get in touch 


today to request your copy of our brand new 2018 brochure. 
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Pépiniéres Daniel Soupe. 


James Basson 
British-born garden 
designer James is 
based in the south of 
France. He specialises 
in low-maintenance, 
dry gardens, and won 
a Gold medal and 
Best Show Garden for 
the M&G Garden at 
Chelsea in 2017. 


“Pépiniere Filippi. 


1 Pépiniéres Daniel Soupe 
Created in 1975, this tree nursery is 
located near Macon, in one of the 
best wine regions in France, and 
comprises 1,000 acres of the most 
sublime, natural trees. The owners 
are happy to take you through the 
nursery to choose the right tree, 
and I often take clients there to 
handpick their purchases. They are 
also experts on phytoremediation, 
a process that uses plants to clean 
pollution from the soil. The nursery 
delivers throughout Europe. 

Les Lazares, 01400 Chatillon sur 
Chalaronne, France. 

T +33 (0)4 74 55 00 98. 

W pepinieres-soupe.com 


2 Le Monde des Fougéres 
Olivier and Pascale Ezavin have 
over 30 years’ experience of shade 
plants. They grow several plants 
for vegetative walls (the French 
vertical garden master, Patrick 
Blanc, is a regular client), but are 
just as happy with large tree ferns. 
All plants are produced on site 
and are top quality. The owners 
speak English and deliver 
throughout Europe. 

955 Chemin du Puits, 06330 
Roquefort-les-pins, France. 

T +33 (0)6 10 90 13 €2. 

W pepiniereezavin.com 

E olivier.ezavin@sfr.fr 
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favourite nurseries 
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3 Bulb’Argence 

Dutch born Lauw de Jager created 
his family-run bulb nursery in the 
Camargue in 1992 and now 
produces 2,000 Mediterranean 
species. The nursery is a delight, as 
there is always something flowering 
in the show garden. There is even a 
gite where you can stay overnight. 
Lauw speaks fluent English and 
sends bulbs Europe-wide. 

Mas dArgence, 30300 

Fourques, France. 

T +33 (0)4 66 0165 19. 

W bulbargence.com 

E contact@bulbargence.com 


4 Pépiniére Filippi 

In their nursery near Montpelier in 
southern France, Olivier and Clara 
Filippi have carved a niche in dry 
garden plants. They have extensive 
knowledge of Mediterranean plants 
and their superb experimental 
garden is well worth a visit. They 
produce a wide variety of drought- 
tolerant plants, some of which are 
unique to this nursery, and have a 
huge selection of lawn replacement 
options. Plants are top quality. By 
appointment only. Europe-wide 
delivery; English spoken. 

RD 613, 34140 Meze, France. 

T +33 (0)4 67 43 88 69 

W Jardin-sec.com 

E contact@jardin-sec.com 
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5 Pépiniéres Lepage 

This family business offers over 
2,400 different varieties of 
perennials. The nursery processes 
and orders quickly and efficiently, 
and the plants are of fantastic 
quality. The website is clear, 
informative and easy to use, and 
staff are very familiar with online 
ordering. Plants are delivered 
throughout Europe for orders 
over a minimum value only. 
Chemin du Portu, 49130 Les 
Ponts-de-Cé, France. 

T +33 (0)2 41449351. 

W lepage-vivaces.com 

E contact@lepage-vivaces.com 


6 Ciancavaré 

This nursery in Luguria in Italy 
specialises in salvias, offering 
more than 100 cultivars. A visit to 
the nursery is recommended as 
much for the ambiance as for the 
plants. Owners Clémence and 
Dani grow all their own stock and 
spend their time walking the hills, 
gathering seeds and propagating. 
The plants are perfectly adapted 
to dry conditions and are 
completely organic. 

Villa Viani, 18027, 

Pontedassio, Italy. 

T +39 0183 753032 

W vivaiociancavare.it 

E info@vivaiociancavare. it 


19 


favourite nurseries 


Europlants. 


Kate Gould 

Kate has been 
working as a garden 
designer for almost 
20 years, creating 
award-winning 
gardens throughout 
London and the South 
East. Her City Living 
garden won Gold and 
Best Fresh Garden at 
Chelsea in 2017. 


Hare Sprihg Cottage Plants. 
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Orchard Dene. 


1 Europlants 

Europlants has a wide variety 
of specimen plants perfect for 
creating that ‘wow’ factor. I’ve 
been dealing with the nursery 
for nearly 20 years, and the staff 
are always incredibly helpful 
and welcoming. It’s a trade-only 
outfit, but can let you know the 
location of your nearest stockist. 
Bell Bar, Hatfield, 

Hertfordshire ALO 6DA. 

T 01707 649996. 

W europlants.net 


2 Orchard Dene 

This Oxfordshire nursery grows 
its herbaceous perennials in peat- 
free soil. Its 9cm plants may come 
in tiny pots, but they have an 
extraordinary amount of 
vigour. Every time I visit, I 
learn something new from 
passionate growers Chris and 
Toby Marchant, who often act 
as planting consultants or grow 
plants for designers at the RHS 
Chelsea Flower Show. Orchard 
Dene is a trade-only nursery, 
but it’s worth looking out for 
the Marchants at plant fairs and 
attending one of their talks. 
Lower Assendon, Henley on 
Thames, Oxfordshire RG9 6AL. 

T 01491 575075. 

W orcharddene.co.uk 


Jacques Amand. 


3 Todd’s Botanics 

Todd’s specialises in drought- 
tolerant herbaceous and 
architectural plants and trees that 
are either grown on site or hand 
selected from Europe’s specialist 
suppliers. The nursery often 
exhibits at the Chelsea Flower 
Show and also supplies many of 
the show gardens. Buy online or 
visit by appointment. 

West Street, Coggeshall, 
Colchester, Essex CO6 INT. 

T 01376 561212. 

W toddsbotanics.co.uk 


4 Hare Spring 

Cottage Plants 

This nursery in North Yorkshire 
specialises in hardy perennial 
plants. Nurserywoman Stella 
Exley holds the National 
Collection of Camassia as well as 
growing a range of Sidalcea and 
Uvularia. Stella is a regular 
exhibitor in the Great Pavillion 
at Chelsea and has supplied 
stunning specimens for show 
gardens. You can order stock 
online, or visit the nursery by 
appointment or on one of the 
regular open days. 

Church Orchard, Alne, York, 
North Yorkshire YO61 1RX. 

T 07792 376805. 

W harespringcottageplants.co.uk 


Preston 


Todd’s Botanics. 


5 Jacques Amand 

Jacques Amand is both a 
wholesale and retail nursery — and 
my local bulb specialist. I happily 
spend several hours there every 
autumn filling paper bags with 
way more bulbs than I need. Staff 
always greet me with a friendly 
smile, and online orders are 
immaculately labelled and packed. 
The nursery is running a spring 
bulb event in February, with a talk 
by John Armand and sales of 
dormant bulbs as well as those 
about to flower or in flower. 

The Nurseries, Clamp Hill, 
Stanmore, Middlesex HA7 3JS. 

T 020 8420 7110. 

W jacquesamandintl.com 


6 Preston Bissett Nursery 
This nursery offers a wide range 
of well-grown perennials, 
interesting pots and a great 
selection of sundries. Such is the 
enormity of the plant selection — 
from rows of cottage garden 
plants through to herbs, fruit, 
hedging and specimen large trees 
— that you can create a whole 
garden in one visit. It also runs 
regular workshops and talks. 
Bushey Lane, Preston Bissett, 
Buckinghamshire MK18 4ND. 

T 01280 848038. 

W thenurseries.com 
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FIONA McLEOD 


Medical Secretary gives something 
back to research and treatment 


Sylvia's friends remembered her for her kind heart, and her strong 
desire to help others. Even though she suffered lifelong poor health, 
while also caring for her critically ill mother. 


But Sylvia did more than put on a brave face: she struck back against 
illness by working as a medical secretary, and following medical 
advances keenly. That's how she found out that with conditions such 
as stroke, the right treatment and back-up can make all the 
difference when given promptly. 


So it's not surprising Sylvia decided that one of the best things she 

could do would be to strike back again, by supporting the work of 

the Stroke Association — and leave us a generous gift in her Will. 

Today, we take time to remember her. Because Sylvia is still playing OQ C, 
an important part in helping us create a future free of stroke, and 

turn around the lives of thousands of stroke survivors each year. association 


tee 


Together we can conquer stroke. 


Call 020 7566 1505 email legacy(@stroke.org.uk or visit stroke.org.uk/legacy 


Registered office: Stroke Association House, 240 City Road, London EC1V 2PR. Registered as a Charity in England and Wales (No 211015) and in Scotland (SC037789). Also registered in Northern Ireland (XT33805), Isle of Man (No 945) 
and Jersey (NPO 369). Stroke Association is a Company Limited by Guarantee in England and Wales (No 61274) 


favourite nurseries 


David Austin Roses. 
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Matt Keightley 
Matt is head designer 


at landscaping firm 
Rosebank in London. 
He has twice been 
awarded a Silver-gilt 
medal at RHS Chelsea 
Flower where he also 
won the BBC/RHS 
People’s Choice 
Award in 2014 

and 2015. 


me 


The Palm Centre. 
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1 David Austin Roses 

David Austin never disappoints. 
It all starts with the website. It’s a 
powerful tool — just enter your 
requirements (aspect of the 
available space, flower type and 
colour, flowering habit and so on) 
and youre provided with an 
instant list of fabulous options. 
The plants always arrive looking 
well nurtured and ready to go. 
What’s most impressive is the way 
they perform year after year. 
Bowling Green Lane, Albrighton, 
Wolverhampton WV7 3HB. 

T 01902 376300. 

W davidaustinroses.co.uk 


2 Deepdale Trees 

After a visit here it’s easier to 

see how you might go about 
designing a garden around 
specific trees. The stock level 

is impressive, and includes 
hedging and shrubs. The quality 
of specimen and level of service 
and support throughout the 
procurement process are also 
excellent and staff regularly go 
beyond the call of duty. Although 
it’s trade only, the website has lots 
of useful information about trees. 
Tithe Farm, Hatley Road, Potton, 
Sandy, Bedfordshire SG19 2DX. 

T 01767 262636. 

W deepdale-trees.co.uk 
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Hortus Loci. 


3 Dorset Water Lily 

The team at Dorset Water Lily 

are true experts in their field. The 
nursery has supplied marginal and 
aquatic plants for a number of our 
high-profile projects — its gunneras 
are among the most impressive I’ve 
ever had the pleasure of planting. 

I love the nursery’s turnkey 
approach — it will advise on 
appropriate combinations for 
your scheme, supply superb plants, 
prepare and plant your pond/lake, 
and even provide a follow-up 
service should you require it. 
Nursery Office, Yeovil 

Road, Halstock, Yeovil, 

Somerset BA22 ORR. 

T 01935 891668. 

W dorsetwaterlily.co.uk 


4 The Palm Centre 

I’ve been using this cracking local 
nursery for over ten years. Located 
in an unexpected and beautiful 
setting full of character, it’s packed 
with fantastic plants suitable for a 
wide variety of projects. Most 
notable are the ferns, tree ferns 
and bamboos. A real must if 
youre planning an exotic or 
shaded garden. 

Ham Central Nursery, Ham Street, 
Richmond, Surrey TW10 7HA. 

T 020 8439 2829. 

W palmcentre.co.uk 


Dorset Water, Lily. , 


5 Jub 

Pick up Jub’s beautiful catalogue, 
choose from thousands of 
combinations of immaculate 
bulbs and receive a delivery from 
the Netherlands within a matter 
of days. Pve used Jub for both 
large-scale plantings and for 
smaller projects, and the service 
remains superb regardless of scale. 
I also recommend the machine- 
planting service for large areas. 
Robijnslaan 43, 2211 TG 
Noordwijkerhout, the Netherlands. 
T +31 (0)252 373 762. 

W jubholland.nl/n! 

E info@jubholland.nl 


6 Hortus Loci 

Incredible stock, friendly, 
knowledgeable staff and fantastic 
coffee. I get a real buzz whenever 

I drive through the gates, and Mark 
Straver and his team can advise on 
any project. The nursery is trade 
only, but its new retail Plant Centre 
offers an impressive range of plants. 
Hound Green, Hook, 

Hampshire RG27 8LQ. 

T 0118 932 6495. 

W hortusloci.co.uk 


Reader event 

Matt will be the speaker at our 
Hortus Loci reader day on 20 April 
2018. See page 11 for details. 
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Readyhedge. = 


WITH GUIDED VISITS 


10 June, 9 Sep 


OF ITALIAN GARDENS 2218: Dey. 10 sure 


¢ Maximum 14 people per group 


¢ Local garden guides and guided 
garden visits included 


¢ Six nights in 4 or 5 star hotels, 
two per tour CAPRI & ISCHIA 


Villa Rufolo, Villa San Michele Axe 


¢ British Airways flights included 


ENVIRONS OF ROME 
sits: Villa d’Este, Villa La 
rdino di Ninfa, 


THE ART OF INTELLIGENT 


Please call us 01392 441275 


ig) Aire. wee fi > ‘ 
— www.expressionsholidays.co.uk 
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The home of expertise. Oe en gar 


Readyhedge instant hedging is cared for by experts at every 
stage, from planting to irrigation, feeding and trimming, so 
that every plant is perfect and ready for despatch. 


4 : . 01386 750585 
NSS ; : lindsay@readyhedge.com 


www.readyhedge.com 


Seeetaied READYHEDGE 


READY-SPACED, READY TO PLANT, READY WHEN YOU ARE. 
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A must-have read for passionate gardeners, Gardens Illustrated 
magazine provides a unique insight into the world’s 
most beautiful gardens, irresistible plants and clever design. 
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In brief 

Name Lowther Castle. 

What Garden by designer Dan Pearson that 
is emerging from the castle ruins of the 
family seat of the Lowther family:— 4 
Where Southwest of Penrith, Cumbria. 
Size 130 acres of gardens and castle te 
within 75,000 acres Of estate. —) = 

P climate Cool summers and cold winter. 

Soil Clay. 

Hardiness rating USDA 8. 


Around the ruins of Lowther Castle near Penrith in 
Cumbria, landscape designer Dan Pearson is reimagining 
130 acres of gardens, with a 20-year plan 


WORDS TROY SCOTT SMITH PHOTOGRAPHS CLAIRE TAKACS 


Master of all it surveys: the crumbling castle at 
Lowther has been consolidated and a new layer of 
history added with the masterful planting of 
landscape designer and gardener Dan Pearson. 


“Dan is interested in creating a sense of 
place and capturing an atmosphere — which is 
what Lowther is all about” 


fj 
——~ ast Cumbria doesn’t always offer the most hospitable of 
climates to make a garden; nor does Lowther Castle offer the 
most reliable of addresses. Built between 1806 and 1814, 

the place has overwhelmed every single generation of Lowther, 
with James Lowther, who inherited the castle in 1953, deciding 
to demolish it — leaving only the shell intact — to escape his 
grandfather’s death duties of £25 million. 

The current custodian, the Hon William James Lowther 
(known as Jim), sees the garden as key to its future success. 

He commissioned historic landscape consultant Dominic 
Cole to explain the significance of the 17th-century garden, 
nd designer Dan Pearson to introduce a new vision to bring 
it back to life.“Dan was a clear and obvious choice for us,” 
says head gardener, Martin Ogle. “He’s interested in creating 
a sense of place and capturing the atmosphere — which is 
what Lowther is about — with his plant choices.” 

Dan delivered his master plan in 2012, explaining that he 
wanted to “make the garden a horticultural delight and deliver 
an experience that will allow people to feel part of the ruins”. 
With large gardens it is usually important to establish a clear 
narrative, perhaps a recurring motif or maintenance aesthetic. 
At Lowther, however, Dan has deliberately challenged that 
notion, and instead assembled a potential series of conflicts, 
with an aim of creating different rhythms. The restored 
courtyard, for example, is minimalist and contemporary; there 
is a ghostly quality about the hornbeam columns he has planted 
to provide both shade and intimacy, but they also act in stark 
contrast to the ruinous castle nearby. 

These same rhythms are in the garden. At one moment 
it might feel overwhelming, then there is reward with a hotspot 
in a forest clearing. Then a breather again, before being rewarded 
once more. This slow and gentle unravelling of a space is magical, 


To continue turn to page 32 


Left The contrast is stark, yet the connection between the Tapestry Garden 
and the castle appears effortless. Dan has used low curtains of Taxus and 
Panicum ‘Rehbraun' to provide architecture and inject rhythm into the 
planting, not only linking it visually to the castle, but also allowing the 
repeated mounds of perennials to be untamed, moody and wild. 
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This page 

Within the castle ‘interior’ Dan has reinstated a 
feeling of mystery, where in time climbers, such as 
Tropaeolum speciosum and Akebia longeracemosa, 
will festoon the windows rather like curtains. 


Facing page ; x 3 : =~ 
The rise and fall of the repeated modules of Dan’s: m 

planting, including Thalictrum ‘Elin’ and Salvia 

pratensis ‘Indigo, in the Tapestry Garden mimic. ess 

perfectly the architecture of the castle behind. 
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“I drew upon all of my experiences — the 
plants I tended as a student at the Royal 
Botanic Garden, Edinburgh, to Ninfa 
in Italy and also Hokkaido in Japan” 


Clockwise from top left 


In the parterre Dan blends familiar plants, such as Stachys byzantina, 
Salvia pratensis ‘Indigo’ and Potentilla nepalensis ‘Miss Willmott’, to 
replicate the colours of a faded tapestry. 


In the castle ‘interior’ Hakonechloa macra swirls and eddies around, 
creating a blurred and informal edge to the planting. 


Successive layers of Cephalaria gigantea are contained within curtains 
of Taxus. Later, the colouring of the low yew hedge will act as a perfect foil 
for the creamy-white flower heads of Actaea simplex ‘James Compton’ 


Hemerocallis ‘Hyperion’ with its canary-yellow flowers is a plant that 
is out of current favour. Here in the parterre Dan has used it to great 
effect, contrasting the yellow heads against the moody, purple-blue 
spikes of Salvia pratensis ‘Indigo’ 


> and typical of Dan’s work. “Through these moments of high 
and low, the language of the garden becomes legible and the 
whole place begins to sing,” says Dan. 

The first garden to be installed was the parterre, known as 
the Tapestry Garden, in 2014. Martin tells me: “The structural 
hedges of Taxus and Panicum are intended to represent the 
warp and weft of an ancient fabric, and the palette of 
perennials thoughtfully chosen to mimic an oversize and 
threadbare tapestry.” This was followed by the inner castle, 
where the planting reinstates a feeling of mystery. Climbers 
such as Akebia longeracemosa are trained horizontally so the 
long moody flowers will be able to hang loose. Tropaeolum 
speciosum will drip its blood-red flowers down the walls, 
while Lonicera ‘Graham Thomas will festoon the windows. 

“I wanted to evoke an abandoned aesthetic,” says Dan. 

“T drew upon all of my experiences — the plants I tended as 

a student at the Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh, to Ninfa 

in Italy and also Hokkaido in Japan, where the seasonal warming 
up and cooling down is not dissimilar to Cumbria. In the end it 
is trial and error. You use your knowledge, then take calculated 
risks. I like pushing the boundaries of planting possibilities so, 

in addition to plants that I know will work, I also intentionally 
build in a five to ten per cent risk on the list of plants.” 

Conditions are often extreme in the Lake District. “Wind 
and rain is our biggest problem,” says Martin. “So to get the 
best out of our plants we’re constantly adapting. We have many 
new areas planned, which will be worked on for many years to 
come as the project develops and grows. Next on the list is the 
reimagining of the Thomas Mawson Rose Garden, where Dan 
plans to wrap the design in the deer-resistant Rosa rubiginosa.” 

Lowther is a long-term project and its beauty is going to 
unravel over a series of years. ( 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Lowther Castle, Penrith, Cumbria, CA1O 2HH. 
Tel 01931 712192. Website lowthercastle.org 

Open All year, except Christmas day. 


Turn the page for 24 plant recommendations 
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of Dan’s key 
plants at Lowther 


Parterre 

1 Salvia pratensis ‘Indigo’ 

One of several hardy Salvia with attractive 
calyces. Prune by half its height after 

the first flush and it will flower again. 
90cm. AGM*. RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b’. 

2 Potentilla nepalensis ‘Miss Willmott’ 
An old hybrid of worth dating from 1920. 
Abundant, warm cherry-pink flowers, 
each with a conspicuous dark eye. 
50cm. RHS H7, USDA 3a-9b. 

3 Baptisia australis 

A plant that enjoys full sun and deep 
soil. Your effort is rewarded with intense 
blue flowers and lupin-like foliage. 1.2m. 
AGM. RHS H7, USDA 3a-9b. 

4 Nepeta govaniana 

A plant that is often mistaken for 
something else. Its delicate, light 

yellow flowers last for many weeks. 
90cm. RHS H6, USDA 5a-9b. 

5 Campanula ‘Purple Sensation’ 
Dark-purple flowers emerge from 
near-black buds and hang in great 
profusion. 60cm. USDA 3a-6b. 

6 Selinum wallichianum 

A wonderful ornamental cow parsley 
with finely cut leaves and umbels of 
white flowers in summer. Somewhat 
surprisingly prefers sun. 1.8m. AGM. 
RHS H6, USDA 6b-10b. 

7 Rosa rubiginosa 

A vigorous species rose with grey-green 
scented foliage, pretty pink flowers and 
attractive red hips. Best when allowed to 
scramble. 3m.RHS H7, USDA 4a-9b. 

8 Actaea simplex ‘James Compton’ 

Has leaves that start dark green and 
mature to matt olive-black. Creamy white 
flower spikes emerge from pinkish buds. 
1.5m. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 3a-8b. 

9 Cephalaria gigantea 

Tall, wiry stems emerge from dense, green 
foliage in midsummer, each branched and 
tipped with scabious-like, primrose-yellow 
flowers. 2.5m. RHS H7, USDA 3a-7b. 

10 Eurybia divaricata 

Prefers slightly moist soil, but is happy in 
sun or shade. In late summer wiry black 
stems froth with starry white flowers. 
75cm. USDA 3a-8b. 

11 Thalictrum ‘Elin’ 

A hybrid between T. rochebruneanum and 
T. flavum subsp. glaucum. Sprays of pale- 
lavender and yellow flowers in summer. 
2.5m. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 5a-9b. 

12 Sanguisorba ‘Tanna’ 

A vigorous leafy perennial with 

pinnate foliage. Holds a mass of small, 
deep-red flowers in midsummer. 

50cm. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 
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13 Gillenia trifoliata 

Cultivated for many centuries, its wiry 
reddish stems carry hundreds of small 
white flowers, reminiscent of a cloud. 
1m. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 4a-9b. 

14 Filipendula rubra ‘Venusta’ 

This meadowsweet is tough, reliable and 
easy to accommodate and can add 
lightness to an otherwise dark corner. 
2.5m. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 4a-8b. 


Castle interior 

15 Papaver cambricum 

A useful native that gently seeds around, 
even in dense shade. Single yellow flowers 
are held above fresh green foliage. 

45cm. RHS H6, USDA 6b-10b. 

16 Tropaeolum speciosum 

A vigorous rhizomatous climber with 
scarlet-red flowers. It sometimes seems 
difficult to establish, but will romp away if 
happy. 3m. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 8a-10b. 
17 Epimedium wushanense 

An exquisitely elegant plant from China 
with long, narrow, spiny-edged leaves 
and myriad pale-yellow flowers held 

on wiry stems. 45cm. USDA 5a-9b. 

18 Anemone rivularis 

Aclump-forming perennial with saucer- 
shaped white flowers — usually of five 
petals — that favours the damper parts 
of the country. 1m. RHS H5, USDA 5a-9a. 
19 Brunnera macrophylla ‘Betty Bowring’ 
An obliging ground-covering perennial 
with large heart-shaped leaves and long 
sprays of white flowers in spring. Likes 
moisture. 40cm. RHS H6, USDA 4a-9b. 

, 20 Onoclea sensibilis 

~ Amoisture-loving fern with bold, arching, 
~ fresh-green fronds that are continually 
replaced through the summer. 


2 1m.AGM. RHS H6, USDA 4a-9b. 


21 Cornus ‘Norman Hadden’ 

© Ashrub for the connoisseur: numerous 

© green flowers are surrounded by large 
creamy-pink bracts. 8m. AGM. RHS H5. 

© 22 Hydrangea aspera Villosa Group 

» Alarge shrub with hairy stems and 

> velvety, deep-green leaves. The flowers 

> are lilac blue and emerge in late summer. 


~ 2.5m. RHS H5, USDA 7a-9b. 


23 Rosa sericea subsp. omeiensis 

- f. pteracantha 

= Shrub rose from China valued for its 

» attractive red thorns and neat fern-like 
leaves. 2.5m. RHS H5, USDA 5b-9b. 

° 24 Persicaria virginiana var. filiformis 


= Thrives in shade and sun, its fresh 


green foliage remaining attractive all 


& season, with deep-red flowers arriving in 


summer. 60cm. USDA 4a-8b. 
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C itting on a wooden bench in the walled garden 

& at the Emma Bridgewater factory, drinking tea and 
WV tucking into home-made cake, while surrounded 
by chickens, it’s easy to forget you're in Stoke-on-Trent. 
Apart from the dull drone of traffic nearby, the small 
space is bright and peaceful; like a place in the country, 
with cottage-garden favourites spilling out of dolly tubs 
and raised beds. The garden is the work of 24-year-old 
Arthur Parkinson, who was given the challenge of 
transforming an unloved dumping ground into a 

space that would attract visitors to the factory, and 
supply the café and gift shop with cut flowers. 

When I visit it’s September, and the garden is tumbling 
into delightful, organised chaos. In a few weeks, all the 
plants will be pulled out, cut down, re-potted and put in 
the greenhouse. Half the old soil will be chucked ina 
barrow and new multi-purpose compost added with 
a bit of grit. Arthur will then plant the containers up 
again. First to go in is a layer of tulips, followed by alliums, 
then another layer of tulips and a layer of crocus. Each 
dolly tub will contain ten alliums, 40 tulips and 50 crocus. 
Throughout the year, Arthur explains, these bulb lasagnes 
can become tricky to manage, but he knows layering is the 
most efficient way of keeping interest in the garden from 
March to October, when the factory is open to the public. 
“It’s hard because when the tulips are over, the alliums > 


Main image Salvia ‘Amistad’ Alcea 
‘Blackcurrant Whirl’ and Gladiolus 
‘Magma’ give the garden a natural, 
untamed character. 


Right, above Buff Cochin chickens, 
with their characteristically large, 
feathered legs, roam about freely. 


Right, below Arthur loves to use 
big containers, such as dolly tubs and 
cattle troughs, for his planting. 


> are coming up, so I’m literally going through getting 
the tulip bulbs out and trying not to break off my allium 
stems,” says Arthur. “It’s a condensed space to work in.” 

When planning combinations, Arthur isn’t shy in 
his plant choice: “I know what colours I like and the plants 
1 like and P’ve always been like that.” Drawn to deep sorbet 
tones and wary of pastel and white, Arthur’s style is bold 
and complements the dark-blue windows and iconic red 
brick of the factory walls. He tells me if he hadn’t taken up 
gardening, he would have been a bird keeper; birds and 
wildlife are his biggest inspiration for colour, and if he is 
ever puzzled as to what to do, he'll watch Planet Earth. 

While his brood of rare Buff Cochin chickens run 
freely around our feet, he explains how he sees the garden 
almost like a flock of flamingos or a peacock tail, picking 
out the dominant colours and planting them repeatedly. 
By limiting the colour palette, Arthur can achieve 
maximum impact in this small space and it gives the 
garden a more harmonious feel. “I'll pick no more than 
four colours when I’m selecting my tulip bulbs,” he says. 
“But they can all be different flowers, so I might have 
‘Victoria’s Secret} ‘Queen of Night; “Havran’ and they'll all 
be that same colour spectrum, but different tones.” One 
scheme — described by Arthur as “flamingo crimson” — 
goes like this: “if you imagine a flamingo’s wing spread 
out, you go from bright burned red, to almost flushed 
purple, and then candy pink.” I glance around the garden 
and the dahlias, cosmos and gladioli pop out at me. 

In among the flowers are Plectranthus, red millet, and 
grasses Hordeum jubatum and Panicum, described by 
Arthur as supporting actresses to his cast of leading plants. 
They catch the morning light beautifully and add gentle 
texture and movement to his displays. These will be cut 
and dried to use in Christmas wreath workshops, a 
reminder of just how closely the garden is connected 
to the factory. It was during visits to Chatsworth House 
that Arthur noticed how the shop, farm and garden were 
all interlinked through postcards, signage and floristry. 
“It's not just about having a garden,” he says. “This 
garden has to be open six months of the year, and it has to 
echo what we're doing inside.’ o 


Turn the page for 9 plant recommendations 
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of Arthur’s key 
flowers for cutting 


1 Dahlia ‘Bishop of Llandaff’ 

A favourite for good reason: it flowers for a 
long period with semi-double, brilliant-red 
petals and egg yolk-orange centres. The 
foliage is a deep kelp green, verging on 
black. 1m. AGM*. RHS H3, USDA 7a-11'. 

2 Thunbergia ‘Sunset Shades’ 

These exotic climbers with peach and 
nectarine petals and deep chocolate-brown 
middles, will be present from July into 
November and make surprisingly good cut 
flowers. Plant out seedlings in June. 40cm. 
3 Cosmos bipinnatus ‘Double 

Click Cranberries’ 

This cosmos looks at its most lavish when 
freshly opened. While Arthur generally avoids 
double flowers, because they are of little use to 
bees, he finds that semi-doubles give an extra 
thrill, while still being pollinator-friendly. 30cm. 
4 Dahlia ‘Totally Tangerine’ 

Anectar-rich anemone dahlia. Arthur feeds 
the dahlias in the containers fortnightly over 
the summer with soaked, organic, chicken 
manure pellets and waters almost daily. 90cm. 
5 Dahlia ‘Roxy’ 

This sun worshipper is perfect for a pot 

by the door, and requires no staking. 

Plush, velvet-pink flowers surround a 
nectar-filled central heart. 70cm. 

6 Salvia ‘Amistad’ 

With its profuse, deep-purple flowers, 

this bushy, upright perennial has 

become deservedly popular. 

1.2m. AGM. RHS H3, USDA 8a-10b. 

7 Cosmos bipinnatus 'Rubenza’ 

A half-hardy annual with claret-silk 

petals and a golden centre, and divided 
ferny foliage. This is Arthur's favourite cut 
flower. 75cm. AGM. RHS H3. 

8 Alcea ‘Blackcurrant Whirl’ 

Soft, ruffled flower heads of blackcurrant- 
ripple ice cream hues. Arthur says they are 
unaffected by rust in his garden and grow 
particularly tall in the courtyard where they 
are popular with the bees. 2.4m. USDA 3a-9a. 
9 Dahlia ‘Waltzing Mathilda’ 

This exotically striking dahlia has dark-green 
foliage and slightly twisted, pink, peach and 
tangerine petals, which remind Arthur of the 
tail feathers of the Raggiana bird of paradise. 
70cm. AGM. RHS H3. 
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In the Catskill Mountains, New York State, adventurous | 
planting is creating a garden with an ever-changing palette | i 
j Mt 
WORDS TOVAH MARTIN PHOTOGRAPHS CLAIRE TAKACS y Ads 
cA 


In brief 

Name The Orchard. 

What Perennial and’annual cottages 

garden and woodland walk flowing a’ 
around a mountain house. # £7, 
Where Catskill Mountains, Néw York, USA. #* 
Size Eight acres. sg J 
Soil Slightly acidic, rocky glacial till; with 
additions when planting. 

Climate Long, bitter cold winters, warm; 

wet summers and bright sun. 

Hardiness rating USDA 5a. 
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A filled grid of beds planted with an overflowing 
mix of annuals and perennials includes Ageratum 
houstonianum ‘Blue Horizon; Allium lusitanicum, 
Petunia integrifolia and salvias S. ‘Indigo Spires’ 
and S. nemorosa ‘Caradonna*’ Against the wall, 
white Hydrangea paniculata ‘Limelight’ lightens 
; the predominant purple colour palette. 


‘The Gaon 1s fi lled with A aibdrite pone os ue 
but uses adventurous cultivars and.a selection : x 
of annuals are added a bake VPS 


nown for his encyclopaedic knowledge of plants 
and rich planting schemes suffused with colour, landscape 
designer Dean Riddle is based in New York State but has 
clients across the USA. He was the obvious choice of garden 
designer for Rebecca Robertson. Rebecca is the president and 
executive producer of the Park Avenue Armoury, a centre for 
visual and performing arts in New York City and familiar 
with managing major projects, but after renovating her 
house nested eight acres on a steeply sloping site in the 
Catskill Mountains she sought Dean’s advice on developing 
the garden. Local to the area, Dean has in-depth local 
knowledge of the Catskill’s sometimes harsh climate and soil. 

The garden is now maturing beautifully, but Dean and 
Rebecca are constantly tweaking and updating the garden to 
keep it feeling fresh. Today, the fate of a dwarf pink cleoome 
lies in the balance. But, after much discussion, it is gone. 
Further negotiations decide that additional magenta Petunia 
integrifolia would bring the vocabulary up a notch, while a 
lone gentian-coloured delphinium fails to make the grade. 
“This is part of the fun,” confides Rebecca. “We can constantly 
adjust.” Not everyone wants to tinker with annuals on a 
seasonal basis, but Rebecca and Dean rise to the challenge. 

The site on a steep, southern slope includes a mature 
orchard, bedded in lean, gravelly glacial till, that gives the 
garden its name alongside the billowy cottage garden that 
is the subject of so much discussion. When Rebecca bought 
the property her first thoughts were to renovate the house, 
which was buried beneath a climbing Hydrangea anomala 
subsp. petiolaris. But once she had freed her home from 
its vine-burdened captivity and finished a veranda-accented 
second storey, she contacted Dean. 

The brief was twofold: to mask a lacklustre entrance drive 
and to improve the view from the east side of the house. His 
driveway-screening solution was a double grove of multi- 
stemmed Amelanchier lamarckii underplanted with a plush 
carpet of ground-covering perennials, including sedges and 
ferns. A grass pathway winds its way through the trees [> 


Left Taller plants around the edge of the flower garden soften the fencing 
to create a hidden space to sit and relax, while planting in the central 
beds is kept to under a metre. The central axis is left intentionally wide 
to allow room for plants to spill into the gravel pathways. 
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> creating the feel of a woodland walk and leading you to 
the flower garden that fills the second half of Dean’s brief. 

The flower garden required a little more negotiation. 
Dean’s initial plans failed to thrill Rebecca who had long 
harboured dreams to create an overgrown, romantic flower 
garden. The pair reached stalemate until Rebecca hit on the 
idea of enclosing the garden with a rustic-style stick fence 
similar to one Dean had used in one of his previous private 
gardens. “What I love about the fence is that there’s nothing 
perfect about it,” explains Rebecca. 

The garden leads to a bluestone terrace on which 
Rebecca has positioned seating and a dining table where 
her guests can best soak in the magnificent views of the 
Catskills, although that view now vies for attention with 
the steps leading back up to the flower-filled cottage 
garden where flower heads peer out over the rustic fence 
offering an enticing glimpse of what lies within. 

The garden itself combines a calming layout of simple 
rectangular beds between gravel walkways with a mix of 
plants that intertwine and tumble over paths. Using a 
predominant palette of blues, purples and magenta, Dean has 
filled the garden with familiar cottage garden favourites, such 
as sweet peas, salvias, alliums, ageratums, phlox and clematis, 
but used adventurous cultivars that are likely to be new 
acquaintances. He and Rebecca continue to ensure the garden 
remains fresh by adding a selection of annuals each year, 
which makes up around 20 per cent of the planting. “It’s 
organic,’ explains Rebecca. “We move with the design and we 
don’t get stuck. The garden doesn’t have a fixed end point” 

Rebecca and Dean continue to plan new features. A sunken 
garden — Rebecca is thinking moon garden — is in the works 
and Dean has a water feature up his sleeve. Meanwhile, the 
bluestone terrace is gaining definition and the gem-like 
garden is constantly tweaked. As Dean says, “It’s one thing for 
someone to tell you things, it’s another chemistry entirely 
when you work together. There’s a patina that comes to a 
garden with age, and you simply can’t rush it. The garden tells 
its own story and our job is to encourage that evolution.” 5 


Turn the page for 24 plant recommendations 


Right A grass path snakes its way from the parking area to the flower 
garden through a woodland walk of multi-stemmed Amelanchier 
lamarckii, underplanted with the deciduous shrub Fothergilla x intermedia 
‘Mount Airy’ together with sedges, the fern Polystichum acrostichoides 
and grass Deschampsia flexuosa and at ground level. 
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Dean’s driveway-screening 
solution was a double 
grove of multi-stemmed 
Amelanchier lamarckii 
underplanted with a plush 
carpet of perennials 


1 Phlox paniculata ‘David’ 

Immense heads of snow-white flowers 
crown strong stems with foliage that is 
reliably free of powdery mildew. 


1.2m. AGM*. RHS H7, USDA 3a-8b?. 

2 Aralia cordata ‘Sun King’ 

The glowing chartreuse foliage is an 
essential foil to the purples, pinks and 
blues. 1.8m. RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 

3 Salvia ‘Indigo Spires’ 

This robust annual with deep-purple 
wands is a late-summer staple. 

1.8m. RHS H3, USDA 7a-11. 

4 Ageratum houstonianum 

‘Blue Horizon’ 

Dean uses its button-sized, royal-purple 
flowers to visually link other plants. 
75cm. AGM. RHS H2, USDA 2a-1l. 

5 Allium lusitanicum 

Lasts long after most alliums. Drought 
tolerant with handsome foliage. 

45cm. RHS H6, USDA 5a-9b. 

6 Petunia integrifolia 

An under-used annual that Dean loves for 
its bright magenta colour that brings real 
zing to a soft colour palette. 

90cm. USDA 9a-11. 

7 Calamintha nepeta subsp. glandulosa 
‘White Cloud’ 

Snow-white flowers form a neat mound 
that creates the overall effect of 

a frothy haze. 60cm. USDA 5a-9b. 

8 Clematis ‘Huldine’ 

Late-blooming clematis that needs 
pruning in autumn or early spring. 

6m. AGM. RHS H6, USDA 4a-9b. 

9 Eurybia divaricata ‘Eastern Star’ 

Has a broad footprint but a low growth 
habit and a flowering span from August 
through October. 45cm. USDA 3a-8b. 
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10 Cleome hassleriana ‘Violet Queen’ 

A late-season bloomer that has self- 
seeded reliably. Flowering on thorny 
stems, the butterfly-like flowers echo 
the magenta hues in Petunia integrifolia. 
1.2m. RHS H2, USDA 2a-11. 

11 Allium cernuum 

Ascaled-down version of Allium 
tanguticum, with nodding mauve flowers 
in airy clusters topping onion-scented 
foliage. 45cm. RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 

12 Clematis ‘Jackmanii’ 

This large-flowering purple hybrid 
blossoms reliably early and in profusion. 
3m. RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 

13 Gomphrena globosa ‘Buddy White’ 
In a garden predominated by blues and 
magentas, a few white globe amaranths 
serve as essential space holders. The 
flower heads last for months. 

30cm. USDA 2a-11. 

14 Polystichum acrostichoides 

ANorth American native that according to 
Dean is as ‘tough as nails: Evergreen and 
shade tolerant, it grows wild elsewhere on 
the property. 60cm. USDA 3a-9b. 

15 Carex ‘Silver Sceptre’ 

A variegated, evergreen sedge that can 
tolerate dry shade. 30cm. USDA 5a-9b. 
16 Carex plantaginea 

Aclump-forming, native sedge that will 
tolerate dry shade but not sun. Its early 
summer flower spikes are nondescript. 
90cm. USDA 4a-8b. 

17 Scutellaria incana 

Has a loose, open growth habit and is 
tipped by ladders of tiny, snapdragon-like, 
purple blooms that form a haze of colour 
throughout summer. 90cm. USDA 5a-8b. 
18 Clematis ‘Duchess of Albany’ 
Chosen for its bell-shaped flowers as 
well as lipstick-pink colour, this climber 
flowers on new wood from late July 

to September. 3.5m. USDA 4a-8b. 

19 Salvia nemorosa ‘Caradonna’ 

A perennial sage that flowers from late 
May onwards, with purple bracts that look 
superb in seed stage. Its brittle stems give 
bedfellow Petunia integrifolia a leg up. 

, 60cm. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 

8 20 Platycodon grandiflorus ‘Fuji Blue’ 

© Impervious to bright sun and heat, it 

~ serves as a linking plant. lm. USDA 4a-8b. 
© 21 Eutrochium dubium ‘Little Joe’ 
Compared to taller Joe Pye weeds, 

© this relatively dwarf version is 

© graceful and does not flop, but it is 

= equally thirsty. 1.2m. USDA 3a-9b. 

> 22 Salvia uliginosa 

> Although its sky-blue flowers are small, 


> their electric colour shines out. 1.8m. 


= AGM. RHS H4, USDA 6a-10a. 

~ 23 Nicotiana ‘Fragrant Cloud’ 

2 Intoxicatingly fragrant after dark, its 

: cream-coloured flowers pick up the hues 
= in nearby hydrangeas. 1m. USDA 8a-11. 

= 24 Echinops bannaticus ‘Taplow Blue’ 

+ This drought-tolerant globe thistle 

° (growing alongside Lychnis coronaria ‘Alba’ 
: and Clematis ‘Duchess of Albany’ ) flowers 
< for six weeks or more in midsummer. 

& Needs underplanting to conceal its bare 

= stems. 1m. RHS H7, USDA 3a-9b. 
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Constructed nature 


Anne ten Donkelaar combines pressed real flowers and 
paper images to create fantastical floral landscapes 


WORDS MARIEKE VAN GESSEL PHOTOGRAPHS LOUIS LEMAIRE / INSIDEHOMEPAGE 
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This page 

A close up of Anne's Flower Construction #65, one of 
her herbarium-like, 3D collages that mix dried twigs 
with pressed flowers and paper images. They're fixed 
to a white foamboard, normally used for mounting 
insects, with tiny pins to create a dynamic depth. 


Facing page 

Anne hangs stems with flowers and seedheads on 
a wooden frame. These she will later use in various 
artworks including her Flower Construction series 
and her Floating Gardens, mobiles made out of 
dried twigs and plant stems, combined with 
colourful silk flowers and beads. 


artist 


ff 


“By cutting the pins to different 
lengths, I can create a dynamic floating 
effect that’s enhanced by the play 
of light and shadow” 


nne ten Donkelaar is fascinated by the beauty she finds in 

nature’s quirky shapes and forms. The walls of her studio in Utrecht, 
the Netherlands, are lined with the delicate, three-dimensional collages 
she calls her Flower Constructions: hybrid works combining pressed 
real flowers and paper floral images cut from old books, which she 
displays in wooden frames made by her husband, product designer 
Vladi Rapaport, who also made her large flower press and the wooden 
rail from which she hangs her flowers, seedheads and branches to dry. 

Like Vladi, Anne studied 3D product design at the Utrecht School 
of the Arts, but her work was always more poetic than practical. “My 
graduation project consisted of very fragile glass jewellery containing 
real butterflies,” she says. After graduating in 2007, she carried on 
making jewellery but failed to make much money, and tried a change 
of tack designing cushions embroidered with flowers and butterflies. 
It was while she was putting together moodboards for her cushion 
designs that she realised the boards themselves were more interesting 
than her intended needlework. She submitted some of the 
moodboards with cut-outs of flowers, dried stems and seedheads to a 
design exhibition organised by Dutch Elle Decoration. The pieces were 
a success, her cushions abandoned and the Flower Constructions born. 

These carefully composed collages are a mix of pictures taken from 
old gardening books combined with natural materials she collects 
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from her garden and from nature. She begins by gluing the pictures to 
paper to give them more strength. She then dries and flattens them in 
a flower press before cutting each one out by hand and laying out her 
composition on white, acid-free, cardboard foamboard. Once she is 
happy with the result, she painstakingly pins every single flower, 
seedhead and stem to the white background. “By cutting the pins to 
different lengths I can create a surprisingly dynamic and poetic 
floating effect that is enhanced by the play of light and shadow.” 

Anne’s newest works include her Underwater Ballet series, in which 
she photographs flowers floating in a water tank that appear to have 
been caught in a spirited dance, and a new series of installations using 
funeral bouquets. “I don’t treat the dried flowers with chemicals,” she 
says, “so I can never guarantee how long their colours will last. But the 
people who commission these works appreciate this link to the 
transience of nature, and of life in general.” o 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Anne ten Donkelaar, Emmy van Lokhorststraat 18, 3544 HM 
Utrecht, the Netherlands. Tel +31 (0)6 4214 64 10, anneten.nl 
Anne's work is available in the UK at The Cold Press Gallery in 
Holt, Norfolk, thecoldpress.com 


artist 


This page 

Flower Construction #51, 

fantasy landscapes ma p of her floral 
chimeras: paper flower/heads with thé: stems 
and foliage of other iés. Here she has used 


Botanic Gardens, sits on top of drawers filled with 
sheets of dried flowers and cut-out flower images. 


Clematis montana ‘By The Way’ 


ted seedling that has proved to 
b f the best singles. Blooming from 
the base to the tip, the medium-growing 


cultivar has soft-pink, deliciously fragrant 
open blooms that develop into seedheads 
remaining attractive throughout autumn. 


OR ok 


Although renowned for their vigour, Clemaits montana 
can be compact plants suitable for smaller spaces 
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Ompact singles, which was 
discovered by Freda Deacon in her Suffolk garden 
and later introduced by nurseryman Jim Fisk. Probably 
a seedling from C. montana var. rubens ‘Pink 
Perfection; it has openy lightly fragrant, mauve-pink 
blooms, which are darker at the’edges and displayed 
against bronze-green leaves: AGM* RHS H6, USDA 


The National Collection of Clematis montana is held Val 
Le Neville-Parry at her garden By The Way in Salisbury, 
Wiltshire, and contains more than 200 plants in 50 
named varieties and cultivars. 

A few are rampant reaching 8m or more, but clematis 
breeding has produced more compact varieties that 
are suitable for growing in smaller gardens. As with the 
more vigorous types, flowering is longer than is often 
assumed, starting in early March and continuing into late 
June, and all Clematis montana go on the produce fluffy 
seedheads in autumn and into winter. 

Recommendations for using compact cultivars include 
combining them with later flowering Clematis viticella or 
encouraging them to scramble up obelisks or poles to add 


Clematis montana 


verticals to a border. They will also grow successfully in 

pots with a loam-based growing medium with regular 

watering and feeding with a slow-release fertiliser. 
Foliage is also a feature. “I love the leaves as much 


aesine flowers, says Val who shares her recommendations. 


any are available commercially although some can 


Currently only be seen growing at By The Way. [> 
° 


@ 
USEFUL INFORMATION 


Address By The Way, Lodge Drove, Woodfalls, 
Salisbury, Wiltshire SP5 2NH. 

Tel01725 511931. Web clematismontana.co.uk 
Open By appointment only, late April and May. 


Clematis montana compact 


C. ‘Marjorie’ 

Abundant, semi-double flowers with creamy-white outer tepals, 
becoming pink; the narrow inner tepals darker. At its best in fertile 
soil and full sun, the flowers open later than single montanas. 


SS 


C. ‘Van Gogh’ 


Excellent cultivar that blooms early and continues for up to six weeks. 
Cherry-pink blooms, sometimes double at the end of the flowering 


period. Good choice for a large pot in a sheltered situation. 
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C. montana var. rubens ‘Veitch’ 

Small, open blooms of square formation with rounded tepals 
of deep, mauve-pink with pale stamens. Best against a light 
background and seen at close quarters. USDA 7a-9b. 


C. ‘Primrose Star’ 
Attractive compact cultivar that grows to around 6m. From New 


Zealand with fully double pale, lemon-yellow flowers, pink at the 
edge of the tepals. It needs a sunny spot and fertile soil. 


C. ‘The Jewell’ 

Acompact cultivar and Val’s all-time favourite. It 
produces posies of apple blossom-like blooms, darker 
on the outside of the tepals, from late spring through to 
autumn. It is named after David Jewell at Sir Harold 
Hillier Gardens and has C. chrysocoma in its parentage. 


Compact clematis 

Many varieties and cultivars of Clematis montana have been 
bred to have a more contained habit that is less rampant than 
the vigorous ones. These compact montanas grow to around 
4-7m, depending on cultivar and growing conditions and are 

a great choice to grow over arches and obelisks. They can be 
grown on the trunks of mature trees or up poles to add vertical 
interest to a bed or border. Where there is no soil these will 
grow successfully in large pots (at least 50 litres) containing 
a loam-based growing medium. Regular watering and annual 
feeding with a slow-release fertiliser are both essential. 


* 


C. ‘Broughton Star’ 
Val is generally not as keen on the doubles, 
mainly because they prefer a richer soil, but 
eption for this medium-growing 
floriferous, it has abundant 
looms that are displayed 
against dark, bronze- nted foliage. Excellent 

to grow through a —_— tree. 
AGM. H5, USDA 7a-9b. 


vith some of the fully vigorous: 
conditions. These are versatile 


erflies on the glossy | I 
and thrive on it. The vigo lemati: ana var. wilsonii can be 


IEVILLE-PARRY IN Wt BEN THESE IMAGE 
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Clematis montana medium and fully vigorous 


” A is 
C. Giant Star (= ‘Gistar’) C. montana var. grandiflora 
A large-flowered cultivar, introduced from New Zealand. Cup-shaped The hardiest and most reliable, fully vigorous montana. Open, pure- 
blooms with waved tepals of mid-pink, paler at the edges eventually white blooms with primrose stamens create a stunning display over 
open flat and upward facing. A medium-growing montana. cascading stems from late spring. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 4a-9b. 


5 C. ‘Victoria Welcome’ C. ‘Marilyn’ 
An elegant, medium-growing, single montana selected by Val. Its A seedling of C. ‘Prosperity’ named after a friend of Val’s. The mauve- 
delicate dark-green leaves are matched by starry white, green-eyed pink blooms open as tiny, cream-eyed stars but mature to open, 
blooms, reflexed at the tepal edges. Not yet available commercially. blooms with the longest, narrow tepals in the group. Medium. 
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THE GROWING IS THE THING 


For Allan Jenkins gardening Is all about loving soil, helping it 
to live and holding the hand of the land 


WORDS ALLAN JENKINS ILLUSTRATION HARRIET TAYLOR SEED 


likely never see. They are sitting huddled now in the sandy 
ground of the Danish seaside summerhouse I try to visit every 
six weeks or so. Sometimes the timing works and there they will be 


[ier spent a Sunday morning planting 150 tulips ll 


in late spring, clustered, bloomed, some standing to attention, 
scarlet as a soldier’s uniform. More often, though, they will be in 
too-tight bud or else will have been and gone. A few rusty petals in 
the grass to show they were there. And I am good with that. I don’t 
need, you see, to see them; it makes me happy to know they’re 
there. I grow mostly trees there, beech and birch; I may never see 
them reach maturity, though the spurt of the larch always amazes. 

Even at my shared London allotment, Plot 29, it’s the joy of 
growing rather than the food that’s the thing. I leave amaranth to 
express itself with swooning seedheads rather than pick at it. I leave 
most of the chicory to spike and spiral like a flamenco skirt before it 
bursts into blue-eyed flower. I leave the painted mountain corn as 
long as I can so I can share the pleasure of opening it like a present. 
For me harvesting is almost a sideshow, a side effect, to the pleasure 
of nurturing plants. Though I obsess over seed, of course. 

My growing is a meditation on love and loss that comes with 
edible leaves. For Mary, the tenant of Plot 29, seed packets are 
a pact with the future. They helped her recover from cancer. 
For me they are still shaped like hope, and at only £2 a throw. It was 
through seeds I think I learned to love as a child: to look after 
plants like I once wasn’t. I am nurture, you see, not nature (or so I 
thought before I unearthed my mother and my long-dead father). I 
first learned to grow seed as a five-year-old. My foster father gave 
my brother marigold seed, though I don’t think he ever grew them 
— or anything else much — again. Dad gave me magical nasturtium 
seed and I now grow its gaudy flowers (as well as marigolds) every 
year though I thought it hippy, happy companion planting until I 
dug deep into my past after my brother died. 

I grow biodynamically, with buried cow manure, full dusk and 
dawn stirrings. I follow the inconvenient lunar calendar. It’s an 
antidote to working in national newspapers: using my heart 
instead of my head, faith instead of thinking, although it always 
works. Our sorrel is more sour, our beetroots sweeter, our salads 
last longer, some of our amaranth grows three metres tall. 

My gardening is about loving soil, if you will, and helping 
it live. My job is to create conditions where the plants want to 
grow. Gardening is a yoga: my breathing slows, my heart rate too, 
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my anxieties begin to slip away. I always seem to leave the plot 
centred, my mood always healed. 

It is not about taking, it’s almost holding the land’s hand. Like 
any relationship, it is about attention, putting in the work, loving to 
get love back. Sometimes I just pop by the plot to say hello, or 
goodbye if Iam going away. 

I never make sowing plans or diagrams. Strange as it sounds, I 
stand with packets of seed or hazel poles and try to feel where things 
should grow. I realise that to many gardeners this may sound 
deranged; I don’t believe in imposing my will on the land, but I do 
believe in listening (in a way) to what the plot has to say. I find 
happiness in small successes, in trying to help create a magical space. 

I pick occasional flowers, salads, kale and chard leaves, tear peas 
and many types of bean. I dig early potatoes, various beetroot and 
carrots and bring them home like any other farmer-hunter-gatherer. 
I love to eat and share the crops but it is not the prime reason I grow. 
I find peace among peas, solace in sorrel, a home in homegrown. It is 
a feeling I am growing, not food. 

Gardening roots me to my past and my future. My daughter lives 
just a few doors away. I overlook her flower garden. I order in (too 
many) annual seeds and we sow them as close as possible to her 
birthday in mid-May. There are always tithonia, sunflowers, 
multicoloured banks of cosmos, and of course rambling nasturtiums 
and marigolds. I have a jar of them on my desk as I write this. 

I watch Kala deadheading her flowers. I hear her screaming 
at spiders in the shed. I see her nasturtiums invading the neighbours’ 
gardens despite their best efforts to cut them back. 

Every year we carefully save flower seed, though I will never stop 
buying her more (see my earlier reflections on hope). I scour garden 
catalogues in winter like others thumb through summer holiday 
brochures. I grow Mediterranean and sow Asia and central America, 
row by row. I travel the world, plant by plant, leaf by leaf. 

At its heart, I hope, Plot 29 is an enchanted place to get almost lost 
in. A garden where, perhaps, a small boy can turn brown winter soil 
into vibrant spring colour, or play hide and seek among giant, 
coloured corn and amaranth. 9 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Plot 29: A Memoir by Allan Jenkins (4th Estate, £14.99) is 
one of our books of the year, see page 95. 
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‘The woody vine Parthenocissus,tricuspidata, collected on Jeju Island, 
South Korea, covers the gable @nd of an old ysgubor (Welsh for 
granary). Behind it a high fence helps to stop strong winds (of up to \, 
57H mph) hitting the sales area, while on a wall in front of the ysgubor 

Py is one of the nursery’s more recent introductions, Hydrangea 

anomala subsp. glabra ‘Crag Coral; the only pink-flowering, climbing, 

deciduous hydrangea in cultivationyIn the foreground plants such as 


~ 
Viburnum plicatum f. tomentosum ‘Mariesii, Phlomis ‘Edward Bowles? ce Ste > 
oe. Libertia peregrinans ‘Gold Leaf’ and Nandina domestica flourish: .» = Sess 
<p el y hy Ny 
“7 —— 
2g —_ ely 
_—- 


Rare beauty 


At Crag Farm Plants, Sue and Bleddyn Wynn-Jones trial rare and 
amazing plants that they have collected from around the world 


WORDS TAMSIN WESTHORPE PHOTOGRAPHS BENNET SMITH 


ince 1991, when they took the 

decision to give up beef farming and 

open a nursery instead, Sue and 
Bleddyn Wynn-Jones have spent part of 
every year travelling the globe in search of 
rare and unusual plants. For the rest of the 
year, when not lecturing or touring plant 
fairs, they are busy in their nursery, Crag 
Farm Plants, on the north Wales coast; a 
magnet for more venturesome gardeners 
with a taste for the exotic. Alongside the 
nursery, their own walled garden, is a 
gloriously exotic test bed for new plants, 
which is full of unexpected treasures. 


How did your interest in plant 

hunting come about? 

Bleddyn We were always big travellers 

but our plant hunting started with an 
expedition to Jordan in 1991. Since then 
we've travelled every year, and we are now 
one of only two organisations [the other is 
the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew] in England 
and Wales that have an ongoing scientific 
licence to introduce wild-collected plants. 
Sue Every trip is an adventure, but we 
don’t put ourselves at risk as we are 
experienced travellers. We are also well 
known and have made good friends and 
contacts who help us — there is a lot of 
mutual trust. They know we’re not 
coming to rape the countryside. The 
plants we collect are never sold but 

kept as mother plants. 

Bleddyn Our most productive trips have 
been to Vietnam and Taiwan as they had 
not been thoroughly botanised. In the 
very north of Vietnam we discovered an 
epiphytic lily in what was then a remote 


and restricted area. Another plant, a pink- 
flowered witch hazel relative, turned out 
to be a new species [Disanthus ovatifolius, 
shown on page 67], a fact that was not 
realised until several years later. Our 

most successful introduction has been 
Schefflera taiwaniana, because of its ease 
of cultivation combined with its exotic, 
tropical-looking, but hardy, evergreen 
form. This plant was one of our first 

wild collections from the high mountain 
forests of central Taiwan. 

Would you say that travel has informed 
your approach to gardening? 

Sue Bleddyn and I enjoy the stories behind 
each plant — how we found them and the 
people we met along the way. Our garden 


Sue and Bleddyn Wynn-Jones outside the 
burned-out barn at Craig Farm that they have 
dramatically covered in climbing plants. 


is the keeper of so many stories. Gardening 
is all about combining plants for us. 

The shapes and textures of foliage are so 
important; flowers are a bonus. It’s vital to 
us that plants sit well together and have 
the right growing conditions. 

Bleddyn Sue always points out to our 
customers that flowers are wonderful, but 
they are only fleeting so it’s vital that the 
foliage is your first consideration. 

Do you have a favourite plant group? 

Sue This changes all the time but Bleddyn 
has planted quite a few Araliaceae. Some 
of the more tender ones were used from the 
1850s until the First World War in bedding 
displays and since then have fallen out of 
favour. They deserve to be embraced. 
When is the garden at its best? 

Sue The garden offers something of 
interest all year. There are many evergreens 
here, so winter is just as enchanting as 
spring and summer. As so many of the 
plants have never been grown in the UK 
we can expect the unexpected and this 

is all part of the pleasure of this garden 

for Bleddyn and me. 

What would you like visitors to your 
garden to take away from their visit? 

Sue We'd like them to feel as if they've been 
on a journey. It’s wonderful to see how 
surprised and inspired they are by it.o 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Criig Farm Plants, Griffith's 
Crossing, Caernarfon, Gwynedd LL55 1TU. 
Tel 01248 670232. Web crug-farm.co.uk 
Open April to September, Thursday- 
Saturday, 9.30am-4.30pm. 
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1 Gunnera killipiana Large, palmate leaves and spikes of red flowers. Grow ina 
moist, but freely drained compost or soil out of strong sun, protecting the 
centre of the plant from hard frosts. 2.5m x 3m. RHS H4, USDA 8a-12". 

2 Daphniphyllum macropodum Hardy evergreen small tree or shrub, 
with oblong-shaped, dark-green leaves held on red stems. Red flowers in 
spring turn to blue-black fruit in late summer when pollinated. Grow in light 
shade in a moisture-retentive soil. 6m x 5m. RHS H4, USDA 7a-9b. 

3 Holboellia brachyandra A woody-stemmed, evergreen, twining 
climber. Produces large, purple-tinted, white (both male and female) 
scented flowers in April, followed by edible, sausage-shaped, purple fruits in 
late summer. Requires good soil and a sheltered site. 5m x 5m. USDA 8a-10a. 
4 Lindera obtusiloba Deciduous shrub. In spring its bare branches are 
smothered in yellow flowers. Bright-green leaves take on incredible colour in 
autumn. Red-black fruits found on the female plants. Grow in sun to part 
shade in acid-neutral soil. 6m x 6m. AGM*. RHS H5, USDA €a-9b. 

5 Exbucklandia tonkinensis A rare and tender plant that is not easy to grow 
and requires careful siting, but a wonderful evergreen member of the witch 
hazel family with large, scalloped juvenile foliage, emerging bronze. 

6 Pittosporum illicioides var. angustifolium Hardy, evergreen, scented 
shrub, with dark-green foliage, 20cm in length. Grow in full to part shade 
with shelter from freezing winds in a drained soil. Leaves will elongate more 
in shade than in sun. 3m x 3m. RHS H5, USDA 7b-9a. 

7 Lindera triloba One of the best autumn colouring shrubs in the yellow 
spectrum. Like the other Lindera, it is smothered in yellow, lightly scented 
flowers before the foliage, but has a more elegant disposition. 3m. USDA 7a-9b. 
8 Holboellia latifolia subsp. chartacea Potentially, the hardiest 
form of this species, with vigorous, woody-stemmed, semi-evergreen, twining 
climber. Dark-pink to bluish (male) and lilac-pink (female) scented flowers are 

followed by edible purple fruit. Best grown ina sheltered site. 6m x 6m. 


Turn the page for more plant recommendations 


Visitors are often taken by surprise to find such a space 

behind a Welsh farmhouse. One of Bleddyn’s first tasks was 

to plant out 30,000 native trees that now form a mature windbreak 
creating a very private space helped here by tall Tetrapanax papyrifer 
‘Empress’ trees planted alongside Semiarundinaria fastuosa var. 
Viridis, one of the tallest bamboos for the UK climate. In the 
foreground the Aucuba omeiensis, on the left and Daphniphyllum 
macropodum var. humile add to the exotic feel. 
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From the Ruin Garden, so-called becauséit is the site of an old rui 
planted up with climbers to dramatic effect, a winding path leads 
calm grove of woodland plants, which includes in the backgrou | Sorb 
ulleungensis, a species found on the tiny island of Ulleungdo, 80km ) 


South Korean mainland and only described in 2014.1 theif to"! ; 
the left of the path, is an as yet unnamed c ) I x ubesce S paige tes 

~_ Ms ae = a : ey a 2) oe 
subsp. julianae, much admired by plants 2 nhis last vis ity —, we 


9 Saxifraga ‘Kinki Purple’ Hardy, evergreen, ground-cover perennial. 
Forming carpets of rounded, softly bristled purple leaves. White 
flowers from June to October. Partial to full shade in moist but drained 
soils. 40cm x 1m. RHS H4, USDA 7a-10b. 

10 Polyspora longicarpa Virtually unknown in cultivation. Closely related to 
Camellia, but with larger and bolder foliage that is both very glossy and 
serrated. Produces large white flowers from October to April. 

11 Schefflera taiwaniana Criig Farm's most successful introduction 
and an easily grown hardy plant. The large, multi-stemmed 
shrub has leaves held on long, red or purple petioles, and greenish 

flowers in late summer that mature to purple fruit by the spring. 
3-4m x 2.5m. AGM. RHS H4, USDA 7b-10a. 

12 Streptopus amplexifolius Tuberous perennial forming tight clumps from 
short creeping rhizomes, with arching stems 50cm to 1m long. Pendent 
creamy bells are borne from May to July, followed by red berries in autumn. 
Grow in a well-drained, humus-rich soil, in shade. 50cm x 50cm. USDA 3a-8b. 
13 Illicium merrilianum Closely related to the culinary species of star-anise 
(which is too tropical for the UK), this species has starry red flowers from 
May to July followed by similar star-shaped seed capsules (sadly poisonous, 
as are all the temperate species). 6m. USDA 3a-8b. 

14 Disanthus ovatifolius Another member of the witch hazel family, with 
ribbon-like, pink-red petals in spring. Found growing in moist soil in good 
light, this large, semi-evergreen shrub, has heart-shaped foliage that 
emerges as a strong purple colour then fades to green. New to cultivation. 
15 Paris incompleta Short, upright stems, bearing narrow, pale-green 

leaves topped by a petalless green flower, arise from slender, slowly 
creeping, branching rhizomes to form dense colonies over time. 
Best in shade and humus-rich, drained soil. 
16 Carpinus rankanensis A rare, but colourful hornbeam from 
Taiwan, which has pointed pleated leaves that are longer than the 
more familiar hornbeam and emerge a bronze colour. 


CRATEVA RELIGIOSA, BARNA, 1769 FRENCH POLYNESIA, SOCIETY ISLANDS 
A GENUS OF TEN TROPICAL SPECIES, KNOWN AS GARLIC PEARS BECAUSE OF THE FLOWERS’ SCENT 


ALLIMAGES © EDITIONS ALECTO LTD AND THE TRUSTEES OF THE NATIONAL HISTORY MUSEUM, LONDON 


STIGMAPHYLLON CILIATUM, ORCHID VINE, 1768 BRAZIL, RIO 
A RAMPANT CLIMBER FOUND ALONG BEACHES, RIVER AND IN MANGROVES 


Toyage of discovery 


To mark the 250th anniversary of HMS Endeavour’s first voyage to Australia, 
a new book celebrates Banks’ Florilegium reproducing 181 of the original plates 


WORDS SORREL EVERTON 
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CASUARINA EQUISETIFOLIA, BEEFWOOD, 1769 FRENCH POLYNESIA, SOCIETY ISLANDS 
A PIONEER TREE OF THE COASTS OF THE INDOPACIFIC REGION 


Setting sail from Plymouth in 1768, with James Cook at the 
helm, HMS Endeavour’s crew hoped to achieve much in the 
fields of astronomy, cartography, botany and ethnology. It 
was also to be Cook’s first round-the-world voyage. 

A 24-year-old Joseph Banks, already an experienced and 
well-regarded botanist, assembled a small team (including 
artist Sydney Parkinson) to assist him in the collecting and 
recording of botanical species of interest as Endeavour made 


landfall in the varied terrains of Madeira, Brazil, Tierra del 
Fuego, the Society Islands in French Polynesia, New 
Zealand, Australia and Java. 

While the voyage’s primary purpose was to observe 
from Tahiti the rare planetary occurrence of the transit of 
Venus across the Sun, exploratory forays at each of the stops 
on their circumnavigation allowed Banks to gather over 
1,300 plant species yet to be studied by Europeans. > 


CLEMATIS FORSTERI, 1769 NEW ZEALAND, POVERTY BAY 
A COMMON CLIMBER FOUND GROWING IN LOWLAND FOREST EDGES AND OTHER OPEN AREAS 


MELALEUCA VIMINALIS, WEEPING BOTTLEBRUSH, 1770 AUSTRALIA, ENDEAVOURS RIVER 
A SPECTACULAR SHRUB OR TREE THAT CAN GROW TO 15M WITH MOSTLY WEEPING BRANCHES 


CLERODENDRUM PANICULATUM, PAGODA FLOWER, 1770 JAVA 
WIDELY CULTIVATED SHRUB, INTRODUCED INTO ENGLAND IN 1809 


> On his return, Banks commissioned the making of 
700 engravings using materials brought back from the 
voyage. Known collectively as Banks’ Florilegium, these 
engravings are some of the most precise and exquisite 
examples of botanical illustration ever created. The 
collection was never printed during Banks’ lifetime, and it 
wasnt until 1990 that a run of full-coloured prints was made 
from the 18th-century plates. Now, a new book has been 


published to mark the 250th anniversay of Cook’s first voyage 
and celebrate the adventure and artistry of Banks’ Florilegium. 
* Joseph Banks’ Florilegium: Botanical Treasures from Cook’s 
First Voyage (Thames & Hudson, £65) with texts by Mel 
Gooding, David Mabberley and Joe Studholme. Gardens 
Illustrated readers can receive a 10 per cent discount on the 
book when they order it from thamesandhudson.com 
before 31/12/17 using the code JBFGI10 (while stocks last). 
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WORDS JOHN HOYLAND PHOTOGRAPHS RACHEL WARNE 


lants we undervalue in the garden can suddenly capture the 

imagination when we come across them in the wild. On a visit 

to South Africa I was charmed by an imposing shrub, three 
metres tall, covered in graceful, airy, lilac flowers. Our guide told us it 
was Plectranthus ecklonit. | wrote in my notebook that it was a plant 
waiting for an enterprising nursery to promote its virtues. 

At the time Plectranthus were, for me, as I suspect for many 
gardeners, a group of undistinguished, workaday foliage plants 
usually seen in hanging baskets or as unloved houseplants in dentists’ 
waiting rooms. Fast forward two decades and it is now a group of 
plants that I prize for their undemanding nature, patterned or 
polished foliage and elegant flowers. In general, though, for most 
gardeners Plectranthus remain an undiscovered treasure. 

Probably the largest collection in Britain of Plectranthus is at 
The Salutation in Kent, where the head gardener Steve Edney has 
become one of the plant’s greatest advocates. Steve grows about 
140 forms of the plants and for several years he has been assessing 
the best forms for containers and for summer bedding. 

The most commonly available is Plectranthus argentatus, which 
has large, velvety, silver-grey-leaves. Like a lot of people, I use it in 
terracotta pots as a luxurious background to more exuberant summer 
bedding and colourful tender perennials. It is also planted out each 
year in an inhospitable corner of a wall and a yew hedge where it 
thrives in the poor, dry soil and shines through the gloom. I have seen 
it equally at home in densely planted borders among hardy herbaceous 
perennials. In the Glyndebourne gardens it is used to stunning effect 
with heliotropes, where the dark-purple of the heliotrope flowers is 
reprised in the purple sheen on the stems of the Plectranthus. 

Plectranthus species range in size from prostrate forms, just a few 
centimetres high, to monsters that can reach several metres tall. The 
low, spreading forms tend to have heart-shaped leaves that are 
delicately marbled or veined. These will drape over the edges of 
containers or spread themselves around trees and shrubs to form 
an attractive ground cover. In the exotic garden at The Salutation, 
Steve uses P. verticillatus ‘Pink Surprise’ at the base of cannas to help 
suppress weeds and keep the roots of the canna cool and moist. 

Taller forms provide dramatic presence, particularly in late 
summer and autumn alongside salvias and other tender perennials. 
My Plectranthus ecklonii reaches 1.5m tall. Its soft flowers are [> 


Recommended Plectranthus (see left) 


1 Plectranthus ciliatus ‘Nico’ 

A plant that looks as good tumbling 
over the edge of a pot as it does 
covering the ground. The reverse of the 
leaves are a dusky purple. It will grow 
to about 20cm tall but spread as far as 
50cm wide. 20cm. USDA 10a-11'. 


2 P. hadiensis 
A vigorous, drought-tolerant species 
that has rounded leaves that are 


crimped at the edges. The base of the 
flower stems are dusky purple, which 
contrasts with the pale-mauve flowers. 
Grows to about 70cm tall. 


3 P. ‘Marble Ruffles’ 

A cultivar of Plectranthus amboinicus 
with a buttery-yellow variegation and 
leaves with scalloped edges, this is 

a vigorous, plant that can spread up to 
1m wide. 20cm. USDA 9a-11. 
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Cultivation 

Plectranthus are undemanding plants that are at their best in well- 
drained soil in partly shaded situations. They grow rapidly and in rich 
soils will spread quickly but produce fewer flowers than when grown 
in poor soils. In the ground most are tolerant of periods of drought but 
those grown in containers need regular watering. Plectranthus come 
from warm climes and are tender plants that will not survive British 
winters so need to be propagated each year by taking cuttings (see 
next page). Specimens grown in pots can be kept snug during the 
winter in a cool greenhouse. | cut back the stems of plants stored in 
the greenhouse to about ten centimetres long, both to make space in 
the greenhouse and to encourage fresh growth in the spring. The 
stems of overwintered plants of Pectranthus argentatus become 
woody after a couple of years, so replace the plant with new cuttings. 


> perfect partners to the almost-black flowers of Salvia guaranitica 


‘Black and Blue’, while the dark-stemmed Michaelmas daisy, 
Symphyotrichum laeve ‘Calliope’, muscles its way through both 


plants; a triptych on the theme of autumn. 


As so often happens with a group of plants, once you start 


growing Plectranthus you begin to appreciate their qualities 


and slowly discover how they can enhance your garden. Very 


soon you will be hooked and want to plant more. 0 


WHERE TO SEE AND BUY 
* The Salutation 


Knightrider Street, Sandwich, Kent CT13 9EW. 
Tel 01304 619919, the-salutation.com/gardens/ 


¢ Sampford Shrubs 


Holbrook Hill, Sampford Peverell, Tiverton, Devon EX16 7EN. 
Tel 01884 821164, samshrub.co.uk 


¢ Shrubland Park Nurseries 


Maltings Farm, Whatfield Road, Ipswich, Suffolk IP7 6LZ. 
Tel 01473 657012, shrublandparknurseries.co.uk 


Turn the page for more recommended Plectranthus and propagation tips 


4 P fruticosus ‘Behr’s Pride’ 
Anupright plant with olive-green 
leaves that have a purple-hued 
underside. The flowers of this cultivar 
are a deep pink. 1m. USDA 10a-11. 


5 P verticillatus ‘Pink Surprise’ 
A trailing and rambling plant with 
bright glossy leaves that contrast 
with the dark stems. The flowers 
are, unsurprisingly, pale pink. 
70cm. USDA 10a-11. 


6 P argentatus ‘Silver Shield’ 

With its velvety, silver leaves that have 
a slight purple sheen, this always feels 
a luxurious plant. Grows to about tall 
and spreads about generously. 

60cm. RHS HIC, USDA 10a-11. 


7 P. argentatus ‘Hill House’ 

Asport of the species that appeared at 
Hill House nursery about 20 years ago. 
The cream variegation around the leaf 
edge is most pronounced on young 
plants, raised from cuttings. 50cm. 
RHS HIC, USDA 10a-11. 


8 P. montanus ‘Werner Rauh’ 

Named after the botanist who collected 
it in Kenya, this unusual cultivar has 
thick stems packed with downy leaves 
that have a pungent scent. 30cm. 


9 P. saccatus subsp. pondoensis 
The purple stems of semi-succulent 
leaves have a tendency to wander 
about, popping up among other 
plants. Spreads up to 80cm. 
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10 P. venteri 
A species discovered just 20 years ago that is 
already appearing in nurseries. The foliage 
resembles miniature maple leaves. 50cm. 


11 P. madagascariensis ‘Lothlorien’ 
A prostrate form with stiff stems that are packed 
with polished leaves. The variegation is a 
contrasting apple and emerald green. 


12 P. zuluensis ‘Sky’ 
Despite looking delicate, this is a tough plant that 
will flourish in shade. The lavender flowers appear 
in late summer and autumn. 60cm. USDA 10a-11. 


13 P. oertendahlii 
A naturally variegated species with slightly 
succulent leaves. The stems will quickly 
root wherever they touch the soil. 
20cm. AGM. RHS HI1C, USDA 10a-11. 


VERE TAKEN 


NY THANKS TO THE SALUTATION IN KENT WHERE THESE IMAGES 
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from. fruticosus "Behr's Pride’ 


Propagation 
Plectranthus can be easily propagated using 
both tip cuttings and stem cuttings. 


A. Cuttings can be taken from the tips of 
non-flowering stems, or from the part of the 
stem that has not turned woody, known as 
semi-ripe stems. Although cuttings can be 
aken at any time of the year, the optimum 
time is early summer for tip cuttings and 
ate summer for semi-ripe cuttings. 

It is easier to take cuttings from a plant 
that is already growing in a pot. Choose a 
plant that is vigorous and free from pests 
and diseases. If you are collecting cutting 
material from the garden, put the cuttings 
in a plastic bag straight away to stop them 


oosing moisture or place them ina 
container of water. 


B. Fill a 10-12cm pot with a proprietary 
cuttings compost and gently firm it down. 
To prepare a tip cutting cut the stem, using 
sharp and clean secateurs or a sharp knife, 
just below the third set of leaves down 
from the tip. The point where the leaves 
attach to the stem is known as the node. 


C. Using a pencil, a dibber or a piece of 
cane make a hole in the compost close to 
the edge of the pot and insert the cutting so 
that the first pair of leaves is just above the 
level of the compost. 


D. The leaves of large cuttings can be cut by 
up to a half to prevent them from touching 
their neighbours and to reduce transpiration. 
Semi-ripe cuttings can be taken from further 
down the stem, cutting just below a node at the 
bottom of the cutting and just above a node at 
the top of the cutting. 


E. Label the pot, and water the cuttings 
from above to settle the compost and leave in 
a shady place. A 12cm pot will generally have 
room for about five or six cuttings. Pots of tip 
cuttings taken early in the summer can be 
placed inside a plastic bag or a propagator 
but they must be removed for short periods 
each week to prevent diseases developing in 
he humid atmosphere. After a couple of 
weeks give the cuttings a tug to see if roots 
have formed. Once they have, pot the cuttings 
into individual containers of potting compost. 


NOTE ON NOMENCLATURE 

All names given are correct at time of going 
to press but it is expected that some plants 
will be reclassified as Coleus in 2018. 
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At the leading edge 


Arvensis Perennials is anew wholesale nursery with a 
growing reputation for supplying must-have plants 


WORDS RORY DUSOIR PHOTOGRAPHS JASON INGRAM 


> > ~ A 
= at & 
Inbrief 
Name Arvensis Perennials: rm, IPT 
What Awholesalé nursery specialising” = 
in herbaceous perennials suitable for 
naturalistic planting schemes. 
Where Wiltshire. 
Size Four and a half acres of nursery onan 
11 acre site, including pasture and woodland. 
Soil Heavy clay, improved with organic matter. 
Climate Exposed to wind and_sun. Wiltshire is a 
cold county, but the coldést air will foll past the 
nursery to the bottom of the slope. 
-Hardinésswrating USDA 8. 
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nursery Arvensis, Gussy and Robert Macdougall 
*\ are making a name for their discerning plant choices. 


Facing page Grasses, including Deschampsia cespitosa  # 
‘Goldtau; predominate the stock beds at Arvensis with the 
addition of perennials, such as Eurybia x herveyi, Achillea 
millefolium ‘Red Velvet, Symphyotrichum ‘Little Carlow’ 
and the lacy white umbel Selinum wallichianum. 


« _ _ ‘ * 


Set on the nursery’s highest point, with 
maximum exposure to prevailing winds and 
sunshine, beds showcase the range of stock, 
including Phlox paniculata ‘Mount Fuji, Stipa 
lessingiana and Digitalis purpurea ‘Pam’s Choice’. 


U / rvensis Perennials, is tucked away on a quiet slope of 
the mildly rolling hills just to the north of Bradford on Avon. 
On a crisp autumn morning I was happy to get slightly lost in 
my immediate approach to the nursery, circulating agreeably 
and unnecessarily on grass-tufted roads around one or other 
of the South Wraxalls. A delightful destination, but how did 
Arvensis Perennials come to find itself here? 

“Serendipity,” explains Robert Macdougall, as he and his wife 
Gussy greet me with coffee. “We heard from Marina Christopher 
[of Phoenix Perennial Plants] that this site was for sale just at the 
time we were looking for premises.” The vendor was plant 
hunter Tom Mitchell, who had set up his nursery Evolution 
Plants on the site, before abandoning the nursery trade in favour 
of botanising full time. “The plants he grew could not be more 
different in many ways,” says Robert. “He collected rare and 
precious, hard-to grow things. All our plants are robust good 
doers, and can hold their own in a competitive planting 
scheme.” But the site was perfect, the terraced slope populated as 
it was with high-spec polytunnels, potting sheds, raised stock 
beds and a glasshouse for propagation. 

The nursery is on clay, but the Macdougalls’ predecessor 
had improved this by constructing slightly raised beds and 
incorporating plenty of organic matter. Now the soil is 
moisture retentive without being too claggy. “The stock beds 
not only allow us to bulk up our plants; they also allow us and 
our clients the opportunity to see them growing to their full 
potential,” says Robert. “This takes a leap of the imagination if 
you only ever see them in two-litre pots.’ Although we are in 
early autumn and some of the plants in the stock beds are in 
varying stages of senescence, the display is remarkable for the 
complete lack of either flopping plants or of stakes. “And this 
is on an exposed hillside, with no shelter,’ adds Robert. 

Grasses predominate, with various clones of Molinia 
caerulea particularly prominent. But there is late colour [> 


Robert and Gussy’s choice of plants has been strongly 
informed by the naturalistic style of the New Perennial 
Movement, the comparatively low-maintenance planting style 
closely associated with, among others, the renowned Dutch 
designer Piet Oudolf. Of course, traditional English gardening 
has itself had a strong vein of naturalism running through it 
since the late 19th century, but the New Perennial Movement 
exercises a particular discipline on plant choice. The subjects 


must be good perennials and be able to perform without too 
much fussy manipulation, such as staking, deadheading, or 
bedding out. Crucially, they must be able to contribute visually 
at all stages of growth — and the desire to embrace the beauty 
of plants in decay is another hallmark of the style. 
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Gussy and Robert move.all their-plants and’clean 
the polytunnels at least twice a year.to remove any 
debris that may harbourpathogehs: 


> from asters, the umbel Selinum wallichianum and the 
impressive scabious relative Succisa pratensis, among others. 

But Robert is also keen to emphasise the structural contribution 
made by perennials that have gone to seed. “It’s important to us 
that our plants die back well and have a good persistent winter 
structure,” he says. “Gardening with natural-looking perennials 
that have something to offer year round requires less 
intervention and is beneficial to wildlife.” 

Robert and Gussy share a passionate interest in ecology 
and this is reflected not only in their preference for 
naturalistic cultivars but in their choice of compost, which 
is exclusively peat-free. They practise Integrated Pest 
Management (IPM) to combat the pests and diseases that can 
proliferate so quickly in a nursery setting. This approach 
keeps the use of chemicals to a bare minimum — for example, 
a multi-million strong army of microscopic nematodes is 
regularly released to combat the scourge of vine weevil. 

There are plans to build on the interest of the stock-beds — 
designers Noel Kingsbury and Alison Jenkins have been enlisted 
to create experimental plantings in some of the spare plots to 
showcase the decorative potential of the Arvensis plant list. The 
Macdougalls relish their role at the forefront of planting design 
and suppliers to the trade. “We enjoy working closely with 
designers and having an influence on the plants they choose,” 
says Gussy. “Working with professionals who are passionate 
about horticulture is a real privilege.” The symbiosis between 
garden designers and nurserymen is nowhere more important 
than at the cutting edge of planting design. It’s great news that 
this young, enthusiastic couple have chosen to get involved. o 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Arvensis Perennials, Lower South Wraxall, 
Bradford on Avon, Wiltshire BA15 2RU. 

Tel 01225 867761. Web arvensisperennials.co.uk 


Open Monday-Friday, 8am-6pm. Arvensis is a trade-only nursery, 


but visits and online enquiries from the public are welcome. 
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of Arvensis’ 
key plants 


1 Agastache ‘Blue Fortune’ 
The blue flowers are tiny 
compared to the hefty spike 

of calyces that carries them, 
meaning that once flowers drop 
cleanly, it offers additional 
structure for autumn and 
winter. 90cm. AGM* RHS H6, 
USDA 5a-9bt. 

2 Blechnum spicant 

One of several ferns grown at 
Arvensis for their atmospheric 
foliage, this hard fern is noted 
for its fertile fronds, which are 
markedly erect. 50cm. AGM. 
RHS H5, USDA 5a-8b. 

3 Molinia caerulea subsp. 
caerulea ‘Heidebraut’ 

A compact grass that embodies 
both rigidity and grace. In 
autumn it becomes really 
eye-catching as it dies back. 
1.5m. RHS H7, USDA 4a-9b. 

4 Symphyotrichum 

‘Prairie Purple’ 

AS. cordifolium hybrid that has 
inherited the characteristics of 
amass of smaller flowers and 


good mildew resistance. A tall 
plant with clear-coloured 
flowers and dark stems. 

1.2m. RHS H7, USDA 3a-8b. 

5 Eryngium planum 
‘Blaukappe’ 

Even in their summer glory 
the flowers of eryngiums are 
dry and spare and this quality 
serves them well in old age. 
This is a small-flowered and 
multi-branching type of 
sea-holly. 75cm. USDA 2a-9b. 
6 Cephalaria alpina 

A pale-yellow species that is 
alpine in the geographical 
rather than the gardening sense 
(it grows to heights of 1-2m). A 
good-mannered cousin of the 
better-known Cephalaria 
gigantea. 2m. USDA 3a-10b. 

7 Asclepias incarnata 

The upright, pointy seedheads 
are a quite spectacular feature 
of this swamp milkweed, which 
also offers rosy-budded, 
scented flowers in summer. 
Tap-rooted, requires damp 
soil. 1.5m. USDA 3a-6b. 

8 Bouteloua gracilis 

The flowers of this grass have the 
appearance of disembodied 
eyebrows, which has given rise 
to one of its common names, 
eyebrow grass. Another is 
mosquito grass, as the horizontal 
flower spikes appear to hover 
above the leaves. Drought 
tolerant. 60cm. USDA 3a-10b. 

9 Melica ciliata 

Robert loves this grass both for 
the fact it flowers early in the 
year and because it tolerates a 
degree of shade. What's more, 

if cut back in summer it can 
offer a second crop of flowers 

in mid-September. 45cm. 

RHS H6, USDA 5a-8b. 

10 Vernonia arkansana 
‘Mammuth’ 

Tall and robust prairie plant 
with dark-magenta flowers and 
fluffy seedheads in autumn. 
Great with tall grasses. 1.8m 
AGM. RHS H7, USDA 5a-8b. 


Turn the page for more key plants 


11 Geranium nodosum 

‘Fielding’s Folly’ 

Anewly named cultivar from breeder 
John Fielding that has a much 
darker, velvety flower colour than 
other cultivars of the species. 
Acquired from Tom Mitchell. 

45cm. RHS H5, USDA 7a-10b. 

12 Artemisia lactiflora ‘Elfenbein’ 
Amore garden-worthy version of our 
native Artemisia vulgaris. Requires 
moisture to thrive, but given 
retentive soil presents its frothy 
flowers at a good height from mid to 
late summer. 1.5m. USDA 3a-8b. 

13 Pennisetum alopecuroides 
‘Cassian’s Choice’ 

Much the hardiest species of the 
foxtail grasses. The bottlebrush 
flowers look quite hefty ona 
compact plant and come into their 
own when backlit. The autumn 
colouring of the leaves sets up a 
lively contrast. 75cm. USDA 3a-8b. 
14 Liatris microcephala 

Texturally interesting for its 
needle-like foliage. Robert admires 
its habit of shedding the old 
flowers cleanly and leaving a fine 
winter skeleton. A good all-rounder. 
60cm. USDA 6a-9b. 

15 Achillea ‘Terracotta’ 

Tall stems of ferny foliage and flat 
heads of rusty oranges and yellows 
that fade to cream late into the 
summer. Deservedly popular. 1m. 
RHS H7, USDA 3a-8b. 

16 Persicaria amplexicaulis ‘Alba’ 


Slender, white spikes of flowers on 


bright-green foliage, best in light 
shade and retentive soil. Reliable, 
robust and low maintenance. 1.2m. 
RHS H7, USDA 5a-9b. 

17 Persicaria campanulata 
Knotweeds are generally robust, 
competitive, well-performing plants 
with a touch of the wilderness about 
them. This has an extra level of 
refinement with its dark, sinuous 
stems and pearlescent flowers. 
1.2m. RHS H7, USDA 5a-8b. 
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18 Rudbeckia triloba 

Masses of bright-yellow flowers 
with black eyes in late summer. 
Good upright structure into winter. 
Short-lived but worth it. 1.5m. 
AGM. RHS H6, USDA 3a-10b. 

19 Allium hookeri ‘Zorami’ 
Awhite-flowered allium that just 
goes on and on, flowering and 
growing throughout late summer 
and autumn, sometimes even 
into winter. Can add a punchy 
freshness to borders that are 
dominated by decay. 90cm. RHS 
H5, USDA 4a-9b. 

20 Sesleria autumnalis 

This grass presents strapping 
robust sheaves of a chartreuse- 
type colouration — which is most 
refreshing to the eye when it 
catches the autumn sun. A great 
front-of-border buttress plant. 
90cm. RHS H7, USDA 5a-8b. 

21 Althaea cannabina 

Somewhat like a wiry-stemmed, 
herbaceous Lavatera, this is 
equally floriferous but lighter in all 
its parts, giving ita see-through 
quality. Late summer to autumn. 
2m. RHS H7, USDA 4a-9b. 

22 Parthenium integrifolium 
Unusual plant with knobbly white 
florets, like mini cauliflowers. Best 
ina sunny, well-drained spot. 
90cm. USDA 4a-8b. 

23 Calamagrostis brachytricha 
The Korean reed feather grass is 
similar in habit to the better-known 
Calamagrostis x acutiflora ‘Karl 
Foerster’ but its flower heads are 
much more diffuse. 1.2m.AGM. 
RHS H6, USDA 4a-9b. 

24 Panicum virgatum ‘Warrior’ 
In appearance is as delicate and 
slender as any other Panicum but 
doesn’t shatter so easily. The 
flowers are brooding dark-purple 
clouds. 1.8m. RHS H5, USDA 5a-9b. 
25 Succisa pratensis 

As well as providing food for the 
declining marsh fritillary butterfly, 
the native devil's bit scabious is an 
excellent border plant preferring 
moist soil. Exceptional longevity of 
flowering on tall, wiry stems. 
60cm. RHS H7, USDA 5a-9b. 
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KNOW YOUR TREES 


Part 2 Conifers 


In the second of our four-part series Lia Leendertz helps us sort the 
spruce from the larch and the fir as she explains how to identify conifers 


S LIALEENDERTZ PH( 5 JASON INGRAM 


Conifer forests, such as this 
mix of Larix decidua, firs and A 
spruce at Puck’s Glen on the ‘es al 
Cowal peninsula in Argyll and Bute, 
cover large swathes of Scotland. 
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identifying trees 


Scotland’s national tree, 
the Scots pine, is found in the 
country’s ancient pine forests. 


Scots pine is the national tree of Scotland, and it is in Scotland that you will see it at its 
finest, in ancient pine forests and in majestic stands on heathland. Its leaning, red trunks 
glow in the low, northern light, and its spacious, gappy canopy is never dense enough to 
create a dark and gloomy forest floor. All of those found in England, Wales and Ireland 
have been planted or have naturalised from plantings — even those of the New Forest, 
where it looks so at home, were only introduced in the 1600s. It followed hard on the heels 
of the retreating glaciers at the end of the ice age, settling in the far north of the UK and 
carrying on beyond, well into the Arctic Circle. This quick, post-ice age settlement makes it 
one of our oldest natives, as well as being one of only three native conifers. 


1 Bark yellow flowers are further scale, and over time the whole 

The bark is flaky and reddish brown down the branch. cone turns woody and brown. 

towards the crown of the tree and 

darker brown and coveredinshiny 3Needles 5 Silhouette 

scales towards the base. Pine needles are long and soft Scots pines are tall, towering 
with a twist, and are borne in pairs. _ trees. Their elegant trunks have 

2 Buds They are glaucous bluey green in very few lower limbs and often 

Clusters of waxy brown buds summer and darker green in winter. lean to one side. Scots pines 

can be found at the tips of the always look top heavy, holding a 

branches. Female flowers, which 4 Cones dome of foliage high in the air. 

are small, round and red, are Young cones are bright green with 

borne at the tips, while male a brown raised dot at the tip of each 
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Long-lived yew is a popular 
hedging tree — but beware, 
every part is poisonous. 


Dark and brooding yews are incredibly long lived — one known as the Fortingall Yew in 
Perthshire is dated between 2,000 and 3,000 years old. Perhaps it is their longevity and the 
seeming permanence they have in the landscape, as well as their sombre nature, that has seen 
them associated with both death and immortality, and they are often found in churchyards. As 
they age their lower limbs take root and the original tree hollows out, so a really ancient tree can 


become a thicket, and then a ring. Yew timber is highly prized because of the contrast between 
the creamy white sap wood on the outside of the tree and red-brown twirling heartwood. 
Determinedly continuing its deathly theme, every part of the plant is toxic, except for the red 


flesh surrounding the (toxic) seeds. It is native and can be found naturally occurring on chalk in 
southeast England and limestone in the north and in shady oak woodland. 


1Bark 

Thin bark is rich reddish brown in 
colour and scaly, and becomes 
deeply and characterfully ridged 
and furrowed with age. The tree 
often hollows out from the inside. 


2 Needles 


Broad, flat, dark green and 
relatively widely spaced, with 
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a point. Usually arranged in two 
rows on either side of the stem, 
but on upright growth they will 
spiral around the stem. 


3 Red fruits 

Female trees produce bright-red 
fruits. The fleshy red aril, or seed 
covering, is the only part of the 
tree that is not toxic, although the 


seed within it is. Birds pass the 
seed undigested. 


4 Silhouette 

Dense, broad and low-growing 
trees with many low-lying 
branches that often touch the 
ground and can mean that some 
mature specimens make 
excellent climbing trees. 


identifying trees 


Hh 
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1, Y@-One of Only'a few deciduous: -* 
5 +, % conifers, larch has foliage that 2 
yellows in autumn before falling. : 
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As one of the few deciduous conifers the European larch is an oddity. Its foliage turns 
yellow in autumn and drops while that of most of the other conifers stays resolutely dark 
green and clings to the branches. This makes larches softer and more feathery-looking than 
most conifers, and makes their forests gentler places too. The falling needles create a rich 


and hospitable mulch beneath the trees, which, combined with the increased light levels, 
allow for a pretty and varied understorey of bluebells and forest shrubs that would never 
aN 4 be found under the dense and dark canopy of most conifer forests. Larches are native to 
the mountains of central Europe and not native to Britain. However, they are found in 
huge swathes in Scottish plantations, where they were planted in vast number in the 
1800s for timber and for reforestation. You will also see them in parks and gardens. 


1 Bark arranged radially in tufty whorls 4 Autumn colour 
Pinky brown to pale brown in attached all along the stems Needles emerge bright green 
colour, and developing fissures by woody nubs. in spring, turn butter yellow in 
and knobbly plates with age. Twigs autumn and drop in winter. 
have a golden and pinky colour that +3 Cones 
glows in winter sunshine. Short, oval-shaped conesemerge 5 Silhouette 
green in the summer and then When young, its upwards sweeping 
2 Needles slowly turn woody and brown branches give the larch a classic 
The bright-green soft and flattened towards autumn — just as the coniferous cone shape that 
5 needles are bunched together and _ foliage is turning yellow. becomes broader over time. 
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Tall and narrow with a straight 


trunk, the Douglas fir is a 
highly prized tree for timber. 


The grand and beautiful Douglas fir is a native of northwest America and hails from the 

same climate as the giant redwoods: mossy, rainy and cool. It also prefers an acidic soil and so in 
the UK the most spectacular forms are found on the west coast of Scotland, which best mirrors 
these conditions. Its Latin and common names recall an era of British plant hunting: discovered 


by botanist and naturalist Archibald Menzies on Vancouver Island in 1791, it was introduced 
into the UK by botanical explorer David Douglas in 1827. One of the tallest trees in Britain (at 
over 60m) is a Douglas fir that grows on the Duke of Atholl’s estate near Dunkeld. They are 
brilliant timber trees — tall, narrow and straight in trunk — and have been planted en masse 
throughout Scotland in particular, but their good looks and dramatically drooping branches 
have earned them places in many of the grand and mossy west-coast Scottish gardens. 


1 Bark 

When young, the bark is grey green 
and has a citrusy scent. As the tree 
ages, bark takes on a rich brown 
and becomes elaborately corky 


and craggy, with horizontal grooves. 


2 Needles 
The flat, soft needles have rounded 
tips and are distributed all around 
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the stem. They have an intense 
resiny citrus scent when crushed. 


3 Cones 

The cones, which hang down 
from the branches, start life 
green then turn yellow, pink, 
and finally light brown and 
woody. A three-pronged bract 
protrudes from each scale. 


4 Terminal bud 

Buds are distinctive: reddish brown, 
scaly and pointed. They look a little 
like fat beech tree buds. 


5 Silhouette 

The central trunk is tall and straight, 
and the branches swoop down then 
up. The foliage hangs heavily from 
each branch, in pendulous swags. 
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identifying trees 
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Picea sitchensis, the Sitka spruce, is grown in huge number in the UK but not often as 


an ornamental. Since its introduction to the UK in 1831 (by David Douglas, of Douglas fir 


fame) it has been planted as a timber tree over thousands of acres of boggy ground in 


northern Europe and has become one of Europe’s most important timber trees. Its 


plantations are dark and forbidding places. It shows good growth even on poor soils and has 


become naturalised in some parts of the UK and Ireland. It is native to the west coast of 


America, right up as far as Alaska. In fact it is named after the town of Sitka on Baranof 


Island off Alaska’s southeast coast, which was Alaska’s capital when it was still part of 


Russian America. Conditions there are wet under foot, mossy, and foggy, and yet the 


Sitka spruce grows heartily away anyway, which is the key to its commercial popularity. 


1 Bark 

The bark is purplish grey in 
colour and thin and scaly. 
When the tree is mature it 
develops roughly circular 
scales that flake away. 


2 Needles 
Spruce needles are stiff, spiky 
and sharp, and arranged all the 


way around the stems. Each is 
attached to the stem via a woody 
peg. Needles have a rich fruity 
scent when crushed. 


3 Cones 

Cones are long and cylindrical 
and hang down from the 
branches. They start out green, 
and then turn reddish brown 


before turning a darker brown. 
Each of the cone’s scale has a 
crinkled edge to it. 


4 Silhouette 

Sitka spruces are tall, narrow and 
conical when young, becoming 
cylindrical as the tree ages. Lower 
limbs are often lost with age 
creating a gappy look. 
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KNIGHTSBRIDGE, LONDON | 19 &20 DECEMBER 2017, 10AM 


Over 700 lots including Asian Art, Furniture, Works of Art, Carpets, Silver, European Ceramics and Pictures. 


Lot 534 Lot 245 

AN ANGLO-INDIAN VIZAGAPATAM IVORY VENEERED AN ITALIAN SILVER CHARGER 

COTTAGE WORKBOX reputedly chased by Stanislao Borghi for the Milanese jeweller 
circa 1790-1820 Cusi in 1925 


£3,000 - 4,000 * £3,000 - 5,000 * 


Lot 47 Lot 596 
A LARGE CHINESE LACQUERED WOOD FIGURE OF A A MAHOGANY AND CROSSBANDED ‘JUPE’ TYPE CIRCULAR 
BODHISATTVA SEATED ON AN ELEPHANT EXTENDING DINING TABLE TOGETHER WITH ITS LEAF CARRIER 


£6,000 - 8,000 * £10,000 - 15,000 * 


Bonhams 


MONTPELIER STREET *« KNIGHTSBRIDGE 


bonhams.com/hai 


* Plus bu ers premium and other fees. For details of the charges pa able in addition to the final hammer price, please visit bonhams.com/bu ersguide 


ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


books 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED'S 


BEST GARDENING 
BOOKS OF THE YEAR 


Our favourite gardening reads from 2017 


This electric-blue Eryngium 
alpinum is one of designer 


Jinny Blom’s signature plants. 
"Discover her other favourites 
in The Thoughtful Gardener, 
reviewed on page 96. ° 
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THE THOUGHTFUL 
GARDENER: AN 
INTELLIGENT APPROACH 
TO GARDEN DESIGN 

by Jinny Blom 

Jacqui Small, £35 

ISBN 978-1910254592 


This sumptuous book by 
designer Jinny Blom aims to 
chart her progression from 
‘apprentice to journeyman to 
master craftsman’ The scale of 
many of the featured gardens 
could be off-putting for the rookie 
designer or garden owner, but 
intimacy is central to Jinny’s 
designs and many of the images 
reveal serene spaces that could 
also work in small gardens. 


Reviewed by Annie Gatti in the 
April 2017 issue. 


The Thoughtful Gardener. 
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NATURAL SELECTION 

by Dan Pearson 

lllustrated by Clare Melinsky 
Guardian Faber, £20 

ISBN 978-1783351176 


Dan Pearson's book is a 
selection of ten years of his 
Observer columns. He writes 
about his former London garden 
and his new home in Somerset, 
where he is transforming a 
smallholding into a garden 

that is a distillation of all that 

he has learned over the years. 
Interspersed are entries about 
his city allotment, the garden of 
his design studio, and glimpses 
into the private domains of his 
international clients. 


Reviewed by Stephanie Donaldson in 
the May 2017 issue. 


MLy 


Garden 


\72€ar Park 
and other 
Design 
Ditemimnas 


MY GARDEN IS A CAR PARK 
by Kendra Wilson 

Laurence King 

Publishing, £12.99 

ISBN 978-1780679259 


This is publishing for the 
Pinterest generation — a dizzying 
array of beautifully presented 
options. Not all of this book will 
be relevant to everyone (if you're 
worried about your garden being 
too small, you're unlikely to 
concern yourself with the woes 
of an apple glut), but its compact 
form makes it handy to pass on 
to a friend. Wilson has produced 
a book that will allow those who 
feel daunted by their garden to 
discover the fun of gardening. 


Reviewed by Johnny Bruce in the 
February 2017 issue. 


My garden ts full of old rubbish 
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My Garden Is A Car Park. 


Allan Jenkins 


“Brave. xquisitely written and utterly compelling’ Nigel Slater 


PLOT 29: A MEMOIR 
by Allan Jenkins 

Ath Estate, £14.99 
ISBN 978-0008121969 


Plot 29 starts out as a journal 
about life on the north London 
allotment that Jenkins shares 
with his friend (and renowned 
garden photographer) Howard 
Sooley. He charts the ebb and 
flow of the seasons, the comings 
and goings of fellow plotholders 
and the joy of pushing seed into 
soft earth, anticipating the crops 
that will emerge. This book is an 
acknowledgement of the truth 
that however poor your plot, you 
have the power to improve your 
lot and reap as you sow. 


Reviewed by Jodie Jones in the 
June 2017 issue. 
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HEAD GARDENERS 
by Ambra Edwards 
Photographs by 
Charlie Hopkinson 
Pimpernel Press, £35 
ISBN 978-1910258743 


Ambra Edwards profiles 14 head 
gardeners, managing places 

as distinct as cloistered Oxford 
colleges to the heavily trampled 
lawns of hallowed public gardens. 
The photographs capture the 
essence of their subjects ina 
detail such as a flapping jacket or 
muddy boot. The book is a covert 
plea for investment in gardeners, 
because if we're to maintain the 
gardens we value, we need to 
value those who maintain them. 


Reviewed by Caroline Beck in the 
October 2017 issue. 


Head Gardeners. 


Snowdrop 


Gail Harland 


SNOWDROP 

by Gail Harland 
Reaktion Books, £16 
ISBN 978-1780234922 


Woven throughout this 

book are the delightful, and 
sometimes humorous, stories 
of galanthophiles — the men 


and women who have collected, 


bred, described and enthused 
about snowdrops; some 
larger-than-life eccentrics, 
others modest and retiring. The 
portraits Harland pens of these 
individuals, from the provost of 
Trinity College to the sister of 
the Queen Mother, provides a 
fascinating and inviting view of 
the world of galanthophilia. 


Reviewed by John Hoyland in the 
January 2017 issue. 


JAMES 
HITCHMOUGH 


SOWING BEAUTY 

by James Hitchmough 
Timber Press, £25 
ISBN 978-1604696325 


Sowing Beauty aims to enable 
the reader to establish from 
seed beautiful perennial plant 
communities that will stand the 
test of time. The case studies 
are candid insights into the 
various projects Hitchmough 
has been involved with over 

the years. Each concludes 

with ‘what worked and what 
didn't’ showing how volatile and 
difficult the process of sowing 
and establishing perennials can 
be, but also how wonderful they 
can look when successful. 


Reviewed by Mat Reese in the 
May 2017 issue. 


HERB SUGARS AND SYRups 


Herbs. 


books 


DELICIOUS RECIPES 
AND GROWING TIPS TO 
TRANSFORM YOUR FOOD 


“HERBS 


HERBS 

by Judith Hann 
Nourish, £20 

ISBN 978-1848992825 


Twenty years ago, former TV 
presenter Judith Hann moved 

to asmall farm and began to 
grow herbs on a large scale. Over 
time, she has become a serious 
plantswoman and cook. Herbs 
are either ‘hard’ (bay, thyme, 
rosemary) and useful for long 
cooking, or ‘soft’ (basil, coriander, 
parsley) and added at the end or 
scattered over salads. The book 
is full of practical asides: lemon 
verbena is a good substitute for 
lemongrass; winter savory is 
good for edging formal beds. 


Reviewed by Jojo Tulloh in the 
September 2017 issue 
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Roy 
ancaster 
CMY life 


with plants 


MY LIFE WITH PLANTS 
by Roy Lancaster 

Filbert Press, £25 

ISBN 978-0993389252 


From his boyhood discovery of 

a South American tobacco plant 
in a Bolton allotment to more 
recent tales of plant hunting 

in distant lands, this is vintage 
Lancaster. It is full of anecdotes, 
such as a tale from his National 
Service in Malaya, when having 
been assigned a hefty Bren 
machine gun, he stowed the 
bullets in his pockets and used 
the ammunition pouches to store 
plants, bugs and snakes collected 
during jungle manoeuvres. Not an 
autobiography in the usual sense. 


Reviewed by Jodie Jones in the 
May 2017 issue. 
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Moon Gardening. 
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MOON GARDENING 

by John Harris with Jim Rickards 
John Blake Publishing, £12.99 
ISBN 978-1784184155 


John Harris has been gardening 
by the moon at Tresillian in 
Cornwall since the early 1980s, 
and has created a beautiful 
garden filled with award-winning 
produce. This book is a history 
of how he came to Tresillian and 
how he began to practise moon 
gardening. It is also a guide to 
gardening by the moon on your 
own patch. When you read this 
book, you feel that you are in the 
hands of an experienced grower 
with a deep understanding of 
seasons and plants. 


Reviewed by Lia Leendertz in the 
February 2017 issue. 
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GARDENISTA 

by Michelle Slatalla 
Photographs by 
Matthew Williams 
Artisan New York, £28.99 
ISBN 978-1579656522 


This is an image-rich collection 
of gardens that have featured 
on gardenista.com since 

the website's inception in 
2012. Stylish is the key word, 
and although some of the 
showcased gardens have 

been made with extravagantly 
sourced materials and 
furnishings, there are plenty of 
more modest elements to make 
this a useful read for anyone 
looking for design ideas. 


Reviewed by Annie Gatti 
in the January 2017 issue. 


Gardenista. 
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ALMANAC 


A SEASONAL GUIDE 
TO 2018 


LIA LEENDERTZ 
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THE ALMANAC: A SEASONAL 
GUIDE TO 2018 

by Lia Leendertz 

Unbound, £9.99 

ISBN 978-1783524044 


This modern take on the rural 
almanac has been made possible 
by crowdfunding. It is split into 
monthly sections, illustrated with 
sketches by Emma Dibben, and 
includes observations on moon 
phases, sunrise and sunset times, 
constellations, sea temperatures, 
tides, garden tasks, nature 
spotting, traditional festivals 
and seasonal recipes. A labour 
of love that will remind you to 
appreciate the little moments 
throughout the year. 


Reviewed by Alys Hurn in the 
November 2017 issue. 


A Palette of 
Perennials Inspired 
by the High Line 


> 
ce INSTANT HEDGES AND LARGE TREES 
RON 


Laurel Elveden Instant Hedge™ at the nursery 


Practicality Brown have been installing trees and instant hedges 
with unrivalled customer satisfaction for over 35 years. 


Our Elveden Instant Hedge™ is regarded by many as the best 
available and is often used in award-winning RHS Chelsea 
and Hampton Court Flower Show gardens. 


Find more information at: 


www.pracbrown.co.uk GOO@ 


PRACTICALITY BROWN LTD 
THE INSTANT LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS 


Swan Road Iver Bucks SLO 9LA 
Tel: 01753 652022 | hedge@pracbrown.co.uk 


¥ MUNTONS 
TRADITIONAL 


tom, rhe only bespoke swing & bench 
an maker licensed by The RHS 


‘Sharing the best in Gardening 


SO ER 


Visit us online at sittingspiritually.co.uk 
or call us on 01297 443084 


— Of Lyme Regis — 


Install obelisks and larger supports while plants 
are dormant. Our sturdy supports stay in the 
garden all year round and they still look 
beautifully sculptural in winter. 


www.muntons.net 
01285 706511 


f=) Muntons at: 
Cedar Nursery 
Horsley Road, Cobham, Surrey KT11 3JX 
Architectural Plants 
Stane Street, North Heath, Pulborough RH20 1DJ 
Burford Garden Company 
Shilton Road, Burford OX11 4PA 
Hortus Loci 
Hound Green, Hook RG27 8LO. 


YY i fa 


cutflowergarden.co.uk 
info@cutflowergarden.co.uk 
realcutflowergarden 


S = A S O IN S 07977 907533 


Join Charlie Ryrie and her team in 2018 at their new studio 
in her Dorset garden for an exciting programme working 
with specific groups of flowers through the seasons. Learn 
about growing, picking, cutting and using specific flowers, 
with other seasonal treasures adding extra flavour. 


2018 COURSES 


February — Hellebores July — Annuals 
March - Fritillaries August — Perennials 
April — Ranunculus September — Dahlias 
May — Shrubs October — Autumnals 


June — Roses 


Other courses include the popular Wild Floristry, 
Big and Wild (garlands and arches), and 3 day Floral 


G A R D E W Immersion residential courses working on designing, 
creating and delivering real events. 


ALYS FOWLER 


PLANT LOVE: HOW TO CARE 
FOR YOUR HOUSEPLANTS 
by Alys Fowler 

Kyle Books, £18.99 

ISBN 978-0857833815 


Fowler’s love for houseplants is 
genuine, as is her candour about 
the difficulties of getting them 

to thrive. There is an extensive 
section of plant profiles, arranged 
according to light requirements. 
The photographs avoid the usual 
clichés of the modern houseplant 
book, where plants are artfully 
but thoughtlessly shoved in the 
wrong pots. Whether you are 
looking to start a collection, or 
trying to work out what killed 
your favourite fern, this is a 
rewarding read. 


Reviewed by Jane Perrone in the 
October 2017 issue. 


Plant Love. 


An organic, 
earth-friendly guide 
to their identification, 
vise.and control 


WEEDS 

by John Walker 
Earth-friendly Books, £15 
ISBN 978-0993268342 


To those who balk at the slow 
and painful processes involved 
in organic weed control, 
Walker's response is that proper 
gardening can't be rushed, and 
that age-old techniques should 
still apply in spite of the hectic 
pace of modern life. Weed 
control is not a straightforward 
activity and requires a flexible 
approach. Accordingly, Walker 
makes it his mission to foster an 
understanding of weed species’ 
ecology, habits and aesthetic 
appeal, exemplifying that ‘a weed 
is just a plant in the wrong place: 


Reviewed by Rory Dusoir in the 
June 2017 issue. 
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ALL 14 OF OUR 
BOOKS OF THEY EAR 


Competition: 14 best books from 2017 
We have one set of all 14 of our books of the year to 
give away. Test your gardening knowledge to win. 


How to enter 

For your chance to win answer the question below: 

In which year did Dan Pearson win Best in Show at 
RHS Chelsea Flower Show with his Laurent-Perrier 
Chatsworth Garden? 

A 2015 

B 2013 

C 2016 


Enter by post Send your answer along with your name, 
address, telephone number and/or email to: 

Gardens Illustrated 255/Books of the Year 2017, 

PO Box 501, Leicester LE94 OAA. 

Enter online at gardensillustrated.com 

Closing date 3 January 2018. 


Terms & conditions 1 Competition is run by the Promoter: Gardens Illustrated, 
Immediate Media Co, Bristol. 2 Entrants must be UK residents aged 18 years or 
older, excluding the Promoter's employees. 3 By entering you agree to be bound by 
all the rules of the promotion. 4 Only one entry per person allowed. 5 No 
responsibility accepted for lost, delayed, ineligible or fraudulent entries. 6 Closing 
date for entries is noon on 3 January 2018. Winners will be notified within 5 days. 

7 Winners will be selected at random from all correct entries. 8 The draw is final and 
no correspondence will be entered into. 9 For details of the winners send an 
stamped addressed envelope to Immediate Media Company Bristol within two 
months of the closing date. 10 If any winner is unable to be contacted within one 
week of the closing date, the Promoter will offer the prize to a runner up. 

11 The Promoter reserves the right to substitute the prize with one of the same or 
greater value but there is no cash alternative. 12 The promotion is subject to the 
laws of England. 13 One winner will receive a set of 14 Gardens Illustrated books of 
the year 2017.14 Immediate Media Company Limited (publishers of Gardens 
Illustrated) would love to keep you informed by post or telephone of special offers 
and promotions from the Immediate Media Company Group. Please write ‘Do not 
contact: Immediate Media Co Ltd’ if you would prefer not to receive these. You may 
unsubscribe from these at any time. 15 Gardens Illustrated would like to keep you 
informed of newsletters, special offers and other promotions by email or text 
message. Please write your email address and mobile number on your postcard if 
you would like to receive these. You may unsubscribe from these at any time. 
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— CHELSEA — | 


BOOKING NOW Wed & Thu 25/26 April & 2/3 May 2018 
This new 4 day course aims to take each student through all the practical elements of caring for a garden, from soil 


tools, maintenance, seed sowing and propagating, weed control and pests and diseases. Working sessions led by master 
horticulturist Ben Pope in both Rosemary’s garden near Petersfield and a private garden nearby. 


BOOKING NOW January — March 2018 


Covers all you need to know in this diverse subject, including TWO real design projects and CAD tuition. Drawing skills 


estimating, plant knowledge, water features, garden lighting and visits to the work of leading designers with Rosemary 
Alexander and other tutors. 


(3 days a week in school, | 0.30am-3.! 5pm, plus 2 days homework) 


Garden of Medicinal Plants - ~ Chelsea Physic Garden Photo: R Alexander 
September 2018 — June 2019 


Covers the best in planting design while training in the more serious aspects of horticultural techniques. Working 


sessions at Sissinghurst with head gardener Troy Smith and lectures by many leading gardening personalities. Regular 
visits to outstanding private gardens. 


(1 day a week (Tues), !0.30am-3.1 5pm, over three 10 week terms) 


Distance Learning Courses study anytime, anywhere in the world 
A stepping stone to a new career. These two courses are a step by step guide to either designing your own garden or 


learning how to plant and maintain an existing garden: drawing up plans, hard landscaping, site analysis, planting, month by 
month tasks etc. Taught through a comprehensive course book, with projects submitted by post. 
(1-3 years to complete and individual assessment) 


orm ly Plants 


NOW IS THE IDEAL TIME TO PLAN HOW YOUR GARDEN CAN LOOK FOR NEXT SPRING 


MEET WITH ONE OF OUR CONSULTANTS TO SEE HOW WE CAN HELP YOU REALISE THE BEST EFFECT 


GARDEN CONCEPT DESIGNS @e 3D LANDSCAPE DESIGNS @ PREPARATIO INSTALLATION 


BRIGHTEN YOUR restive SEASON WITH SCANDINAVIAN FURNITURE& DRESSINGS 
; BOOK YOUR CHRISTMAS TREE - LARGER SIZES & DECORATED TREES 
- CHRISTMAS GIFT VOUCHERS, ARE AVAILABLE 


www. 7cenucteare.t co. 9-uk 
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Order a magazine as a gift subscription before the 16th December and 
not only will you SAVE up to 50% on the price but we'll also send you a 
FREE Christmas card to personalise! 


Remember ordering online is safe and secure, choose from = 
any of these payment options SS Deri P payee 


To receive your free greetings card in time for Christmas, gift 
orders must be received by the 16th December 2017. This offer 
closes on the 31st December 2017. 


This offer is valid for UK delivery addresses only. All savings 
are calculated as a percentage of the full shop price, excluding 
yo Radio Times and Match of the Day which are calculated as a 
. . . . . sos percentage of the Basic Annual Rate. For overseas rates visit www. 
6 Subscribing online is quick and easy. Visit Buysubscriptions.com. All christmas gift subscriptions wil start with 
the first issue available in January 2018. Should the magazine change 
: in frequency; we will honour the number of issues and not the term 
e 4 a of the subscription. *Calls from landlines will cost up to 9p per 
U Y S U SC rl pt | Oo Nn Ss C mM C | [ ist | ) iIaS minute. Call charges from mobile phones will cost between 3p and 
ao = 55p per minute but are included in free call packages. Lines are open 
8am - 8pm weekdays and 9am - lpm Saturdays. 
‘ mobile-friendly site \ safe and secure .* easy search *Radio Times and Match of the Day are published weekly. The 
Basic Annual UK Subscription Rate of Radio Times is £144.78. This 


fg or call our hotline O330 O53 8660' EZ 


price is for one year and includes the Christmas double issue and 
a contribution towards postage. The Basic Annual UK Subscription 
Rate for Match of the Day is £117 for one year. 
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CARRIER COMPANY 


norfolk england 


KI Cat & CCl > ‘0! 
Handmade 7 Norfatk, Engla 


carriercompany.co.uk 
+44 (0)1328 820699 
Church Farm House, Wightony Norfolk, NR23 1AL, UK 


Est. 1980 


PLANT SUPPORTS 
&F Garden Artefacts 


Made in England 
Beautiful designs for perennials, roses, shrubs & climbers 
www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk 
Tel. 01773 550495 


ASHWOOD NURSERIES 


a growing passion for 50 years 


Lem 


We are specialists in hellebores, cyclamen, hydrangeas, snowdrops, 
hepaticas, salvias, lewisias, auriculas, dwarf conifers and more... 


e Beautiful Plants and Nursery 

Garden Shop and Gift Shop 

@ Tea Room (Open 9:45am-4:45pm daily) 

e Mail Order Service to UK & EU 

e Located in the West Midlands on ay | 
the border of South Staffordshire 

@ Special Events throughout the year. - 


Hellebores Tours 


Join us for a unique opportunity to ‘go behind the scenes’ & discover 
the fascinating story behind our award-winning hellebores on 


Saturday 27" January & Saturday 17" February 2018 
Tours 10:15am — 2:30pm Duration: 1 hour Cost £2.50 no need to book 
(All proceeds donated to our charity of the year 2018) 


ASHWOODNURSERIES.COM 


Ashwood Lower Lane, Kingswinford, West Midlands DY6 OAE | 01384 401996 
Autumn/Winter Opening Hours: Mon to Sat 8.30am — 5pm & Sundays: 9am — 5pm 


OVER 2000 
COLOURS TO 
CHOOSE FROM 


osmof 


01296 481220 | osmouk.com 
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CUSTOM COLOURS: Highest quality colour and protection for wood 
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MICROPOROUS | DURABLE | UV-RESISANT| OIL-BASED | HIGH COVERAGE 


BUYING BACK ISSUES OF 


PRINT VERSION 
You can buy printed 
issues of the 
magazine published 
up to 12 months 
ago. See below 

for details. 


DIGITAL VERSION 
Save money when 
you subscribe to 
the digital edition — 
see page 24. 


CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 
Cost from £9.50 each (inc p&p). Subscriber 
discounts available — see below for details. 


GARDENS 


GARDENS 


TO ORDER PRINTED COPIES OR SLIPCASES 


+44 1604 973722 


03330 162114 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED PRINTED ISSUES ORDER FORM 


ACROSS 35 Senegal translated a cultivar 13 Genus of a silvery foliage plant — : 

8 Rhubarb genus's space, you name meaning graceful (7) Maria ties loosely (9) Complete this form and send to: Gardens Illustrated, Back Issues, PO Box 
might say (5) 36 Citrus fruit - worthless thing?(5) 17 Spanish gorse genus — in nitrogen 3320, 3 Queensbridge, Northampton NN4 7BF (You may photocopy this form). 
10 Genus of plantain lily — turns 37 Separate out plant roots — from is tainted (7) 
to ash (5) Protea seedlings (5) 19 Papaver somniferum's addictive ; : : 

12 Innermost whorl of flower's 39 Tall narrow plant container for an produce (5) | would like to order copy/copies of issue(s) 

petals — local or otherwise (7) elongated plum tomato? (4,3) 22 Hortensia version of Hydrangea SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 

14 Colourful annual with 41 Like texture of powdery mildew (5) — macrophylla (7) C] UK - £4.40 per copy C] UK - £5.50 per copy 

funnel-shaped flowers — starts 42 Tree of Platanus genus — seen 23 Poisonous plant of Apocynum = e 

off favourite! (7) around Heathrow? (6,5) genus — no badge, sadly (7) C] Bele sees) CI] BUFO Pet Coby 


15 Another name for salsify — as 
plenty rot off (6,5) 
16 Aseries of Penstemon 


44 ‘Love-in-a-mist’ plant - the TV 
cook's first! (7) 
46 Acer___, the paperbark 


24 Trees of Picea genus (7) 
25 Clover — not the lucky sort? (7) 
28 Pollen-receiving flower parts — 


[_] Rest of world - £6 per copy 


CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 


| would like to order 


__] Rest of world - £750 per copy 


slipcase(s) 


named after Enigma Variations maple (7) bad signs? (7) 

composer (5) 47 Moisture-retaining material for 29 Pond plant Acorus calamus, SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 

18 Anamed Hypericum and a the garden (5) makes fragrant paving stone? (5,4) LJ UK - £7.50 each LJ UK— £9.50 each 

famous Cotswold garden (7) 48 Eg pea or bean seed (5) 30 Gardeners’ World stalwart CJ EU - £8.50 each ] EU - £10.75 each 

20 Mused about the stonecrop provides some periwinkle CJ Rest of world - £9.50 each CL] Rest of world — £12 each 
genus (5) DOWN information (5) 


21 Flax genus — hidden by chervil in 
umbellifers (5) 

23 Bellis perennis: considered as 
weeds in lawns (7) 

25 Vetches grown for green manure 
— aster surprisingly! (5) 

26 A pink oriental poppy once loved 
by Kermit the Frog? (4,5) 

27 ___ virginica or Virginian 
bluebells — renames it differently (9) 
29 Term applied to maples with 
patterned trunks and branches (5-4) 
31 Much coir | moved for the endive 
and chicory genus (9) 

33 Medieval Spanish hero's red, 
single-flowering fuchsia (2,3) 


1 The nasturtium genus (10) 

2/45 Loaned girl ... the wild 

daffodil (4,4) 

3 Basal part of leaf surrounding stem 
—incress, heather (6) 

4 Quercus trees a feature of Epsom 
in June? (4) 

5 Term for eg a strawberry seed — 
one scattered hence (6) 

6 Pink dandelion flower's partly 
mediocre pistil (6) 

7 Rose-bay shrub (genus Nerium) — 
affecting one alder (8) 

9 Lesser periwinkle is Vinca ___ (5) 
11 Another name for gladiolus — silly 
word, possibly (5,4) 


31 Churchill's home for a tight-headed 
lettuce resistant to mildew (9) 

32 Heavy-cropping cordon tomato — 
acash cow! (5,5) 
34 A spiky, burgundy red dahlia — not 
arich sort (4,4) 
38 Tangelo, deadheaded, contains 

a pond weed genus (6) 

39 A pink-purple pompom dahlia — 
endless palm-oil mixture (6) 

40 Genus of aromatic labiate herb... 
in allotment (half-hardy) (6) 

41 Unearth (3,2) 

43 Umbelliferous plant genus — French 
friend holds end of eryngium (4) 

45 See 2 down 


SOLUTIONS TO THIS MONTH’S CROSSWORD WILL BE PRINTED IN THE NEXT ISSUE 


DECEMBER’S SOLUTIONS 


ACROSS 7 Butcher's broom 10 Thalia 11 Stroll 12 Pulse 13 Can 14 Elin 15 Blossoms 16 Eruca 17 Thatch 19 Thymus 

21 Whips 22 Ramsons 23 Morus alba 24 Libertias 27 Phlomis 29 Heman 30 Oberon 31 Cornus 32 Slugs 33 Arborist 
35 Pith 37 Air 38 Heart 39 Laddie 40 Disbud 41 Christmas rose. DOWN 1 Stools 2 Crepis 3 Rosebuds 4 Amicia 

5/22 Wake-robin 6 Hibiscus 7 Bethlehem 8 Heliopsis 9 Ballerina 10 Tiny Tim 18 Aconite 20 Marilyn 21 Wilts 24 Lambs 
ears 25 Rootballs 26 Scots pine 27 Photinia 28 Mustard 29 Heuchera 32 Spruce 33 Autumn 34 Red top 36 Hebe. 
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Specialist grower of large trees, specimen shrubs 
and instant hedging for immediate impact. 
Specialist in screening for privacy and security. 
Yorkshire grown — hardiness guaranteed! 
Advisory services and delivery available. 
wykehammatureplants.co.uk | 01723 862406 


Twenty five years’ experience growing 
high-quality, herbaceous perennials. Specialist 
in irises auriculas & pelargoniums. Mail-order 
plants dispatched all year round. Hand-crafted 
wreaths available throughout December. 
woottensplants.com | 01502 478 258 


Daisy Clough Nurseries specialises in a huge 
variety of perennials and grasses grown on 
site in Lancashire. Open seven days a week. 
Quality, home-grown shrubs, bedding and 
vegetable plants always available. 


daisyclough.com | 01524 793104 


Christmas gift ideas for the garden 
connoisseur. Providing only the highest 
quality fruit trees, soft fruits, canes and vines. 
Aiming to share knowledge and expertise in 
this rewarding area. 

kenmuir.co.uk | 01255 830181 


Visit Surrey’s finest nursery. We have the 
finest-quality, home-grown plants. Our 
fantastic range includes clematis, trees, 
hedging, fruit, shrubs, perennials, climbers 
and grasses, all backed by expert advice. 
springreachnursery.co.uk | 01483 284769 


Mail-order trees, shrubs and hedging 
with delivery to your door. Send a gift 
for Christmas and throughout the year. 
Retail and wholesale plantings. We are 
happy to help and advise. 01584 878878 


treesdirect.co.uk | info@treesdirect.co.uk 


Select from our superb range of evergreen 
clematis for winter interest and year-round 
colour. Expert advice and award-winning, 
mail-order service. 
thorncroftclematis.co.uk | 01953 850407 


Everything we grow can be eaten by you — 600 
varieties of heritage and heirloom vegetable 
seeds, best new introductions, and probably 
the largest range of edible plants and seed 


potatoes in the UK! Fruit-tree pruning courses. 


pennardplants.com | 01749 860039 


Kelways is a long-established name in the 
horticultural industry, specialising in 
peonies and irises whilst also offering a 
comprehensive range of plants to meet 
all your needs. 

kelways.co.uk | 01458 250521 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Hardy trees and shrubs from hardy 
beginnings at an elevation of 260m above 
sea level. Ask for a copy of our splendid 
126-page catalogue today. 

weasdale.com | 015396 23246 


Plan your 2018 autumn displays now. 
Choose from more than 420 varieties of 
Michaelmas daisy, order online or request 
a mail-order catalogue. Delivery in May. 


autumnasters.co.uk | 01684540416 


Specialists in hardy trees, shrubs and climbers 
including a huge selection of unusual species 
and cultivars. Informative website and a 
reliable mail-order service is available. 
bluebellnursery.com | 01530 413700 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


ardens to Visit 2018 


Make time in the new year to visit this collection of stunning gardens and arboretums across the UK 


©National' Trust Images/John Miller 


SMALLHYTHE PLACE, NATIONAL TRUST 

A hidden gem in the Kentish countryside. Set amid a sea of ever-changing 
colour and views of the rolling hills beyond, the garden at Smallhythe Place is a 
tranquil retreat encompassing a traditional rose garden, orchard, nuttery and ponds 
~ all of which are home to an abundance of wildlife. 


nationaltrust.org.uk/smallhythe-place | 01580 762334 


BLARNEY CASTLE 

Blarney Castle and Gardens are Ireland's most visited garden. The 60 acres of 
gardens are a joy to explore. Visit the prehistoric Fern Garden, the deadly Poison 
Garden, and the magical Rock Close. Stroll by the lake, riverside and woodlands or 
through the arboretums and herbaceous borders. Café and shops on site. 


blarneycastle.ie | Blarney, Co. Cork, Ireland 


ABBEYWOOD GARDENS 


Abbeywood is a 45-acre estate offering nine seasonal gardens to explore, both 
formal and informal in style. From a pergola walk to a vibrant tropical garden, each 
one is beautiful and distinctive in its own right. 


info@abbeywoodestate.co.uk | 01606 888116 


CHENIES MANOR 

Built in 1460, set in award-winning gardens and recently voted one of Alan 
Titchmarshs favourite gardens of 2017. Featuring a physic garden, kitchen garden and 
Yew Maze, the garden hosts an annual Tulip festival, Plant Fair and Dahlia Festival 
and includes an English tea room and shop. Visit the website for full list of events. 


cheniesmanorhouse.co.uk | 01494 762888 


WOBURN ABBEY AND GARDENS 

With 28 acres of gardens, set in an extensive deer park Woburn Abbey and 
Gardens is a fantastic location for a winter walk. Enjoy stunning views throughout 
the parkland and gardens and take in many features designed by the great landscape 
designer Humphry Repton. Open Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays throughout winter. 


woburnabbey.co.uk | Woburn, Bedfordshire MK17 9WA 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


MUST HAVES 2018 


1. Precious Design Stay warm this winter with one of our fabulous steel firepits. Made in the UK from 4mm steel and finished in fire retardant black. Options 
include Corten weathering steel and three designs. precious-design.co.uk 2. Belightful Butterfly Oasis Make the most of your garden or patio with this award-winning 
Belightful Butterfly Oasis. Cleverly designed for feeding butterflies, and offers a fun way to support them. Treat yourself or give as a gift. belightfuldesign.com 

3, Jalu Ltd. Luxurious outdoor scatter cushions, featuring bold, graphic botanical prints by South African designer Clinton Friedman, bring a hint of the exotic to your 
gardens, patios and conservatories. Umbrellas, trays and beach towels also available exclusively at jalu.co.uk 4. Backdoorshoes® Lightweight, waterproof, durable garden/ 
outdoor clogs. 30 unique designs to choose from, including Berries/Poppies/Dogs/Brogues. Sizes UK 3-14, prices start from £25 free postage. backdoorshoes.co.uk 

5. Perilla Fabulous 75% alpaca three-quarter socks with luxurious cushioned soles and ribbed sides are the perfect companions for gardeners. Lightweight, soft and 
hardwearing, alpaca keeps you warmer than any other wool. perilla.co.uk 6. Lettering & Sculpture Ltd Original sculpture and hand-carved lettering in stone and 
bronze. Garden features, artworks and bespoke commemorative gifts, beautifully made by artists Fiona & Alec Peever, using the finest materials. alecpeever.com 
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To advertise call Rachael Kelly on 0117 300 8538 


Enjoy afternoon tea on the terrace and see the restoration 


of Petwood Hotel’s gardens to Harold Peto’s original designs 


Based in Woodhall Spa, the Petwood Hotel is 19 miles from Lincoln and perfect for short breaks 


Contact us directly on 01526 352411 for best available rates 


ey “sagan: coe 101929 481555 
www.islandcottageholidays.com 


GREENHOUSES 
Top brand greenhouses at 
ae you for RHS or RFS/ABC quals. factory direct prices 


Free info FREEPHONE 0800 083 9191 or 01409 220 777 
Or emaik info@hccollege.co.uk +www.hccollege.co.uk 


GARDENS 


ILLWSTRATED 


Blythe Park, Cresswell, 
Stoke-On-Trent ST11 9RD 


0800 083 9631 


for FREE brochure pack 
www.greenhousepeople.co.uk 


CheekydMonkey 


TREE HOUSES 
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To advertise email Rachael.Kelly@immediate.co.uk M arketplace 


Architectural 
— PLANTS — 
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Home of the interesting, unusual, quirky and bizarre. 


Nursery ¢ Garden Design « Creative Maintenance « Café 


Architectural Plants, Stane Street, Pulborough, West Sussex, RH20 1DJ 
enquiries@architecturalplants.com 01798 879213 


www.architecturalplants.com 


Marketplace To advertise call Rachael Kelly on 0117 300 8538 


Meet Jessica, the Devon farmer who has 
become known as “The Duvet lady’ 


Her Southdown sheep a een A wonderful offer 
provide the perfect wool iis 2 i aq Order any luxurious 

for her award-winning ‘ ie il ® Southdown bedding before 
bedding - luxury duvets, 31 March 2018 and enjoy 
pillows and mattress covers | Wh 10% off! Simply quote coupon code Glllustrated18 


Call Jessica today 
on 01404 861 117 


She can help you sleep like a lamb 
southdownduvets.com 


NEST BOX AND FEEDER 
CAMERA oToT EM 


A unique gift for someone 
special at Christmas! 


‘Create your very own Wildlife 
TV channel’ with a Gardenature 
Nest Box Camera System. 


GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


JANUARY ISSUE 


* Tom Stuart-Smith’s serenely beautiful 
Jardin Secret in Marrakech 


* Jinny Blom’s arid garden in Kenya 
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at, ° Martha Stewart’s private garden in New York State 


- A textured garden in western Spain filled 
with succulents, cacti and agaves 
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ON SALE 4 JANUARY 
Save money when you subscribe to the digital edition — see page 24. 


Also in selected Waitrose, Sainsbury’s and Tesco stores, 
as well as WHSmith, and all good magazine retailers. 
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the writer's plot 


Double vision 


A request from a friend to suggest plants suitable to line an Italian 
avenue allows Frank to indulge in one of his favourite fantasies 


WORDS FRANK RONAN ILLUSTRATION CELIA HART 


n avenue is quite a 
thing: more idea than 
fact, depending, as it 


does, on all the constituents 
surviving into maturity and 
growing at more or less the 
same rate. The planters of 
avenues, being of necessity 
rich and possessed of more 
land than they need, will 
probably not be young and 
must suffer agonies in the 
attempt to survive to see a 
return on their plantation. 
The pity I express is 
a poor disguise for envy. 
Who would not want to send 
double lines of trees marching 
across the landscape? What 
better way to end your days 
than by watching the gaps 
close as whips thicken to 
saplings and then cautiously 
begin to coat their broadening 
arms with lichen? 

My favourite is at Castle 
Kennedy, in Galloway, where 


among eight single species avenues is one of monkey puzzles, 

along which guests would be taken after dinner on summer evenings 
(I was told) to feed pet codfish in a sea pool on the shore. Should 
anyone know this story to be untrue, please resist writing to tell me. 
The other monkey puzzle avenue that I know of I knew first, at 
Woodstock in Inistioge, near where I grew up, but that had no codfish 


story to animate it. An avenue must be more idea than fact. 


These thoughts are triggered by a friend writing from the banks 
of the Po for advice on planting an avenue. The climate is 


vile: sweltering summers and blistering winters. The soil 
is alkaline, but she likes that idea of using hydrangeas, 
and mentions also that mulberries were once common 
in that part of Italy when there was a silk industry. The 
avenue is to be thirty metres long, and I have to resist 
speculating whether that falls within the definition. Just 
thinking in terms of avenue is too exciting to spoil. 
Running through the hydrangeas I know it doesn’t 
take me long to stop at H. quercifolia. The best examples 
I’ve ever seen were in New York, where the climate is 
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Who would not want to 
send double lines of trees marching 
across the landscape? 


unpleasant in similar ways. 
Then, to make an actual 
avenue of it, as opposed 

to a shrub-lined drive, 

I suggested a white mulberry 
every six metres. Black 
mulberries would be better, 
obviously, were it not that 
they are being inserted in a 
historical context. You 

don’t want to be explaining 
your avenue to your guests 
only to have the smart alec 
(it would be me) pointing out 
the fruit and laughing at you 
for getting it wrong. 

The mulberries, eventually, 
would be pollarded, which fits 
in nicely with the supine rice 
fields of the landscape (which 
I don’t know that well, but was 
thinking pollarded willows and 
Somerset Levels), and would 
keep them in proportion. My 
friend writes in excitement to 
suggest we go on a buying 
expedition to a nursery near 


Turin. I then notice that in her original mail she used the word 


‘driveway? Avenue was in my imagination. An avenue is only an 
idea, not a fact. She was lining a short drive and I had conjured 
the processions of Good King Henry across the whole of France. 


There are worse fantasies to have. Once, a charismatic 


druid fantasised about avenues of stone on Salisbury Plain, 


and an entire society was bent to his whim. Some farmer, on 


Frank Ronan is 

a novelist who 
lives and gardens 
in Worcestershire. 


the road between us and Bridgnorth, put copper beeches in the 


hedges both sides and now that part of the journey is 
an utter delight. We have a peculiar, childish desire to 
travel between identical, regularly spaced objects. To 
come home saluted by orderly trees is an ideal that 
most of us will never know, but when we experience 
it elsewhere we still feel the deep satisfaction of it. 

I regularly waste time in thinking, if I ever planted 
an avenue (and my house is too close to the road to 
admit a single tree), what it would be. Just now 

I favour a mile of swamp cypresses. I have yet to 
think of a better object than feeding the codfish. 5 
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Sharing the best In Gardening 


The only timber greenhouses 
endorsed by the RHS 


Traditional Cedar Greenhouses 
Enhanced by Technology 
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BARTLEY Sg SOTANIC 


HANDMADE WITH PRIDE SINCE 1938 


dt 


yd Hall ‘ Festa Opus glasshouse, North Yorkshire a 


Wee tet 


783 8083 or visit www.hartley-botanic.co.uk 


Hartley Cottagessaddlew tt 


For seasonal offers please call 0800 


Horticultural 
Society The only aluminium glasshouses and greenhouses endorsed by the RHS 
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